Viet‘nam Veterans' Association of Australia

MINUTES

National Council Meeting

HELD AT THE ESPLANADE HOTEL , BRIGHTON , SOUTH AUSTRAL!A ON
THE WEEKEND 13/14 DEC 1986

C.Bm?u.l:_h Ay DTorlan REGIONEL  STATE

R2aml il FROMN THE OFRgaL TRfES  OF THE
Atooe MeETiall AS DILECTED




M(NUTES OF THE NATiONaL COUNC(L OF THE V|ETNAM VETERANS ASSOC{AT]ON OF AUSTRALIA

DATE 13/14 DEC 1386 VENUE S3PLANARDE HOTEL BRJGHION SOUTH _AUSTRAL iA
PRZSENT : JUEENSLAND _ JOHN THOMPSON STATE PRESIDENT
NEW SOUTH WALES DON WiLSON STATE PRESIDENT
VICTORIA JOHN PRINTZ STATE SECRETARY
TASMANIA MIKE ALLWRiGHT STATE PEESIDENT
SOUTH AUSTRALIA GRANT COLLINS STATE PRESIDENT
WESTERN AUSTRAIA COL EVANS STATE PRESIDENT
ACT KEVIN GILL EXECUT )/VE MEMBER

OBSERVERS : THERE WERE VAR|OUS OBSERVERS FROM TIME TO TIME.

CHARMAN

AFTER SOME D)SCUSSION ON FILLING THE CHAIR 1T WAS RESOLVED TO FiLL THE CHAIR WITH

A TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN , DUE TO THE PASSING OF NAT)ONAL PRESIDENT PHiLL THOMPSON ,

AND BY LEAViNG THE ELECTION OF OFFiCE BEARERS T)LL LAST SO AS TO GIVE THE NEW NATiONAL
PRESIDENT THE BENIF|T OF THE COUNCIL DISC|SS}ONS REFERENCE THE THE DIRECTIONS OF THE
ASSOCIAT!| ONS FUTURE.

MOTION : IT WAS MOVED : JOHN THOMPSON QLD

SECONDED : COL EVANS WA
THAT RON RULE , ViCE PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTH AUSTRAL{AN STATE BRANCH BE ELECTED
TO CHAIR THE COUNCIL MEETING (AFTER REFERENCE TO THE NAT } ONAL CONSTITUT{ON) THE
MOT 1ON WAS CARRIED.

0 A MINUTE TO MEMORY OF AND FOR THE SERVICES OF MR PHILLIP
THOMPSON OA BE ENTERED {N THE MINUTES AND A S|LENT TRVBUTE TO PHILL WAS HELD.

NAT\ONAL OFFICE

1TEMS FROM NSW, WA, TAS WERE RAISED ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE NATIONAL OFFICE AND |NCLUDED
(a) Financial statements , (b) Office security , (¢) Deferment of the Tas meeting ,
(d) Phyll Thompsons illness (e) Royal Commission legal advisors fees.

MOT 10N 1T WAS MOVED : COL EVANS WA

SECONDED : MiIKE AIWRIGHT TAS
THAT THE MATTER OF THE LEGAL FEES BE LEFT AS IT WAS NOT BEL(EVED THAT THIS WAS A MATTER
FOR THE VVAA AS THE FEES WERE PAID BY THE GOVERNMENT . T WAS RESOLVED FOR THE SECRITARY
T0O ATTAIN LEGAL OPINION FROM THE VVAA SOLISITOR ON TH{S MATTER , IN WRITING , TO
CONFIRM H{S VERBAL ADViCE. CARRIED




DISCUSS{ON ON THE FINANCIAL STATUG OF THE VVAA WAS DISCUSSED. |T WAS RESOLVED TO
LEAVE THIS POINT,TO THE COUNCIL D)SCUSS!ON,ON F)BANCIAL BUDGETING SESS|ION THIS COUNCIL
HAS ON THZ AGENDA.

NAM_VAET PTY LTD
DISCUSSION ON THE ABOVE NAMED COMPANY AND {TS RELATIONSHIP WITH THE VVAA WAS DEALT WITH
AND THE FOLLOWING MOTION WAS MOVED
MOT{ON MOVED GRANT COLLINS SA

SECONDED COL EVANS WA
THAT FROM THE INFORMAT!ON D|SCUSSED THE BEL\EF OF THE COUNCIL WAS THAT THERE WAS NO
FURTHER ACTION THAT THE VVAA HAS ON THE PRIVATE COMPANY NAM VIET AND UNLESS ANY FURTHER
| NFORMAT | ON COMES FORTH NO FURTHER ACT(ON IS NECESSARY. CARRIED

“~WELCOME HOME PARADE

LACHLAN iRVINE , SECRETARY OF THE 'AUSTRALIAN VIETNAM VETERANS WELCQME HOME PARADE
COMMITTEE! ADDRESSED THE COUNCIL AND OUTLANED THE CURRENT STANDING OF THE PROBECT.
(TAK\NG |NTO CONSIDERATION THAT THE COMMITTEE MEETS ON SUNNAY 13 DEC 1986)

{TEMS RE: THZ PARADE.

COMMITTEE: A COMMITTEE (S FORMED W{TH VAR(OUS MEMBERS OF VARIOUS VIETNAM VETERAN GROUPS
PRESIDENT : PETER POULTON

SECRETARY : LACHLAN (RVINE

DATE OF PARADE : SAT 3RD, SUN ATH AND MON 5TH OF OCTOBER 1987

VENUE : SYDNEY NSW

SPONSOR : ANNSEIT RSL

THE COMM\TTEE WILL CHANGE (N Si1ZE AND SCOPE AS OTHER ASSOCIAT {ONS AND STATES JOIN (N
BRING{NG THIS PROJECT TO FRUITION.

\

P

MOT ) ON MOVED : KEVIN GILL ACT

SECONDED : JOHN THOMPSON QLD
THAT THE NAT)ONAL CONGRESS ENDORSE THE PROPOSAL FCR THE WELCOME HOME PARADE TO BE HELD
{N SYDNEY IN OCT 1987 , AND ASK STATE COUNCILS TO ASSIST TO FORM LiASION COMMITTEES
TO ASS1ST. CARR \ED

HALF WAY HOUSE REPORTS

NEW SOUTH WALES

DON WILSON REPORTED THAT A PROPOSAL FOR A HALF WAY HOUSE THAT HAS BEEN NOTED FOR SOME
TIME N THE GOSFORD AREA {S NOW BEING PERSUED WITH THE INCORPORAT{ON OF THE BRANCH

AND WiTH AN OFFER OF CO-SPONSOR STATHS FROM THE RSL AND WiRH VVCS APPROVAL ,IN PRINCIPAL,
THEY WERE LOOKING TO THE QUEENSLAND EXPERIENCE FOR GUIDENCE.



QUEENSLAND

JOHN THOMPSON REPORTED THAT THE(R HALFWAY HOUSE ' ANGUS HOUSE ' (NAMED AFTER SALLY
AND MAL ANGUS ,EX 6RAR , WHO WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE EARLY WORK)

{T iS OPEN TO ALL VETERANS , {S FOR EMERGANCY RES(DENTUAL PURPOSES, WITHIN WALK | NG
DISTANGE OF THE VVCS , NEAR GREENSLOPES HOSPITAL , HAS & MAXiMiN RSSIDENCY AT T#E HOUSE
OF 3 MONTHS , AND iS STR(CTLY MANAGED TO KEEP THE MANY VETERAN (MPOSED PROBLEMS TO
A M(NIMUN .  TE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEET MONTHLY AND (NCLUDE MEMBERS FROM THE
VVai , RSL , DVA , POLICE AND VVCS WITH D(RECT ENQUIRES TO THAT COMM|TTEE ONLY.

THE GROUP HAS DEVELOPED TRAINING FOR VOLUNTEER HELPERS AND ARE TRY{ING TO PRODUCE 4
PART F(NANCIAL RESOURCES (NCOME. THE RENT ASKED OF RES{DENIS |S $6 PER WEEK OR $30
PER WEEK

THE BEUROGRATS (N THE DVA DiSAGREE THAT WE SHOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE GRANT AND ARE
HOP (NG THAT WE FA{L SO THEY CAN SAY TO THE MIN(STER WE TOLD YOU SO.

~—ACT BRANCH
KEVIN GILL REPORTED THAT THE ACT ARE (NVESTIGATING A BLOCK OF LAND THRU THE DEPARTMENT
OF CAPATAL TERRATORIES CAP|TAL DEVELOPEMENT COMM{SSION AND TO BULLD A PURPOSE BUILT
HOME OF 10 to 12 ROOMS THiS {S (N THE EARLY STAGES.

COM MEN/\MPOSTERS _PRESS STATEMENTS

THE COUNG\L Di SCUSSED THE PROBLEMS W\TH CON MEN WETHER VETERAN OR NOT WHO BRiNG BAD
NAME PROBLEMS TO THE ASSOCIATION AND ALSO THE LAX USE OF THE TERM V(ETNAM VETERAN BY
THE PRESS.

T WAS RESOLVED THAT PERSONS ASKING HELP BE GIVEN THE BEN|FIT OF THE DOUBT AS WE WOULD
NOT LIKE TO TURN A VETERAN AWAY BUT CHECKS CAN BE MADE AND COMPLAINTS TO THE PRESS
COUNCAL SHOULD TAKE PLACE.

_NAMES TO BE AWARE OF REV GRAY T{PPET,FRANK MILLER, DAVE WHITE

ggggggi\an VIETNAM WAR VETERANS TRUST FUND ( CLASS ACTION )
DON WILSON GAVE A BRIEF RUN DOWN ON THE CURRENT SITUATION W\TH THE TRUST FUND AND DUE
TO THE FACT THAT THE CASE 1S ST\LL RUNNING IN COURT THAT THE MEMBuiS (F THE TRUST
FUND ARE NOT ABLE TC MAKE STATEMENTS,EXCEPT THE FOLLOWING iTEMS OF \NFORMAT |ON WHiCH
ARE COMMON KNOWLEDGE

(a) A D\SPERSAL PLAN HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE JUDGE |N THE US FOR APFROVAL

(b) STATES W\LL NEED TO ASS\ST |N THAT PLAN

ROYAL COMMISS{ON

D\SCUSS|{ON RESOLVED THAT THE VVAA WOULD STILL PERSUE THE COMM|SSI10N AS WE HAVE |N THE
PAST THE FOLLOWING {TEMS WERE TABLED FOR |NFORMATION.

JUST\CE EVATT : WILL BE RETIRING IN 2 WEEKS

JUSTACE EVATT : WiLL BE GIVING HIS REPLY TO THE REBUTTAL IN WRITING (N THE NEXT MONTH




=

SENEIOR G(ETZELT : THE EARLIEST CABINET WiLIDEAL WITE TEE REBUITAL (3 FEB
STUDIES_NOW AVAIABLE : UNATED STATES ---- MALITHION
' -——— CANCERS 24T 24T
———— CANCERS (WEST VIRGINIA AND WYSCONSON)
_ STATISTICS OF INCREASING CANCER IN V VETERANS
TELEVISION : A TV SERAES|S BEING MADE BY THE BBC/SWED\ SH TV ABOUT CHEMjCALS AND WULL
FEATURE THE PCAR HANDLING OF EVIDENCE IN THE EVATT ROYAL COMM(SS\ON

CONSULTING SCAENTIST : EMINENT SCIENT(STS FROM CANADA,WEST GERMANY AND SWEDEN HAVE

REVOKED THE\R EVIDENCE DUE TO THE WAY {T WAS USED BY THE

ROYAL COMM)SS 10N

THE NATIONAL OFFICE 1S PUTTING ALL THiS EV)DENCE IN, SUB-MISSION FORM AND WILL INCLUDE
THE REPLY TO THE REBUTTAL FROM JUDGE EVATT AND NOTE THE ASSOCIAT{ONS REPLY,

“ETERANS ENT{TLEMENT ACT

D1SCUSSION WAS HELD ON THE EFFECTS OF THE VEA AND {T WAS EVIDENT THAT THE ACT WAS NOT
PERSUED BY THE RSL TO ENSURE THAT THE ENT(TLEMENTS OF VETERANS WERE PROTECTED . T WAS
NOTED THAT THE AUSTRALIAN VETERANS and DEFENCE SERVICE COUNCIL (OF WHVCH THE VVA 1S A
MEMBER) HAD FOUGHT THE DVA ALL THE WAY AND BECAUSE THE'R CONCERNS PROVED RIGHT (S GA(NING
\N MEMBERSH\P TO CONTI\NUE THE FiGHT.

FOR |NSTANCE A VETERAN WAS GIVEN A TPl PENS(ON UNDER THE RULES OF THE OLD ACT , THE DVA
APPEALED TO THE ADM|N\STRAT \VE APPEALS TR{BUNAL AND HAD THE PENS(ON REDUCED TO 100 %
UNDER THE RULES OF THE VEA . THE 69 YEAR OLD PENSIONER THEN HAD HiS PENS|{ON LOWERED

BY THE DVA TO 30 % SO AS TO GET BACK LEGAL COSTS OF $47,00 .

THE QUESTION ASKED BY THE COUNCIL 1S WHY DiD THE RSL ALLOW TH\S TO HAPPEN.

THE DIRECT|ON OF THE ASSOCIAT iON

P

THE COUNCIL COVERED |TEMS |NREFERENCE TO THE DiRECTION THAT THE VVAA |S HEADING AND IT
WAS RELEVENT THAT THYS REVIEW WAS CARR}ED OUT NOW WITH THE DEM|SE OF PHI{LL THOMPSON.
THE FOLLOW|NG (TEMS WERE D ISCUSSED.

1. THE NEED TO FORM AN AUSTRALIA WiDE FLOW OF INFORMAT(ON

2, THE NEED TO DEVELOPE A PUBLIC INFORMATION KIT

3, THE NEED TO DEVELOPE AN ADV|SORY SYSTEM FOR INFORMATION ON WELFARE

4. THE NEED TO DEVELOPE A USER HANDBOOK ON WELFARE ,DVA ,COUNCILLING ITEMS ETC

5., THE NEED FOR THE ASSOC/ATION TO MATURE AND DEFEVOPE THE REUNIFICATION OF V(ETNAM VETS
6. TO DEVELOPE A BUDGETRY SYSTEM

7. TO DEVELOPE AN ADVOCACY TRAINING SYSTEM

8., TO DEVELOPE THE ASSOC{ATIiON AS A FAMILY OR\ENTATED ORGAN I SAT i ON

9. TO PERSUE THE ROYAL COMMISSION TO THE CONCLUS{ON

MOT\ON MOVED : GRANT COLL{NS SA
SECONDED: MIKE ALWRIGHT TAS

THAT THE ABOVE |TEMS BE ACCEPTED AS THE NAT(ONAL POLICY OF D{RECT|ON CARR| ED
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JTEMS ARJSING

(T WAS RESOLVED THAT NEW SOUTH WALES AND SOUTH AUSTRAL1A ARE TO DEVELOPE THE PUBLIC

| NFORMAT{ ON KIT USING THE CURRENT PR |NFORMATION AVAILABLE AND TO USE THE AiDS TC
(LLiSTRATE THAT KIT. SECONDLY ALL PUBLIC (NFORMAT ON KI(TS ARE TO BE SENT TO NSW TC BE
USED IN THiS PROJECT. POINT OF CONTACT DON W|LSON

THE USER HANDBOOK ON WELFARE (S TO BE UNDER TAKEN BY VICTOR(A AS THEY HAVE AIREADY
STARTED ON THAT PROJECT. POINT OF CONTACT (S JOEN PR|NTZ

THESE 1TEMS ARE TO BE READY FOR TABL{NG AT THE NAT|ONAL CONGRESS

NAT i ONAL OFFICE

MOT 1 ON MOVED : GRANT COLLINS SA

SECONDED: JOHN THOMPSON QLD
THAT WE RE-AFFIRM THE NEED FOR A NAT /ONAL OFF/CE AND THAT THE STATES ARE RESPONSiBLZ
FOR THE FUNDING OF THAT OFFICE CARR{ED

—

NOT |{CE_OF MOTION FOR NAT|ONAL CONGRESS

BY DON WILSON FOR NSW : THAT THE OFFiCE BEARERS OF THE NAT(ONAL BODY BE CHANGED TO
PRES\DENT , 3 VICE PRESIDENTS , SECRETARY AND TREASURER. SO AS TO SPREAD THE WORK LOAD
OF RESPONSIBILITY .

ELECTION TO FiLL THE VACANGIES ON THE NATONAL EXECUT|VE

NAT iONAL PRES DENT : KEVIN GILL OF THE ACT WAS ELECTED
NAT { ONAL V{CE FRES DENT : COL EVANS OF WA WAS ELECTED .
~SECRETARY : T\M McCOOMBE WAS ELECTED TO THE SECRETARY POSIT/ON

AS WELL HE RETAINS THE TREASURERS POS|T!ON

NOTE: THESE ELECT!ONS F|LL THE VACANC({ES FOR THE PER!0OD UNTILL THE NAT|ONAL CONGRESS

VVAA NOMINAT|ON TO THE NAT}ONAL ADV|SORY COUNC{L

IT WAS RESOLVED TO NOM|NATE MR Co.. EVANS OF WA TO THE MINISTER TO FILL THE POSIT|ON
HEID BY PHILL THOMPSON ON THE NATIONAL ADVISCRY COUNC{L

NAT \ONAL OFF \CE
(T WAS NOTED THAT THE NAT|ONAL SECRETARY WAS TO LOCATE AND MOVE THE NAT{ONAL OFFICE TO

A NEW LOCATION DUE TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE OWNER THE NEW LOCAT/ON TO BE ADV(SED.

SECUR|TY OF FILES OF EVI\DENCE FROM ROYAL COMM(SSION

T WAS RESOLVED THAT THE SECRETARY INVEST!GATE THE ARCH{VING OF THESE ITEMS AT THE
AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMOR)AL AND THE SECURITY OF THOSE |TEMS WITH ACCESS TO THE VVA ONLY



LIST OF FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Federal Executive Accounts: 1. Statement of income and
expenditure 85/86 unaudited

2. Statement of income and
expenditure 84/85 audited

3. Statement of income and
expenditure 83/84 audited

Royal Commission Accounts: 4, 83/84 audited
5. 84/85 audited

Royval Commission Public . B. Statement of income and
Arines Afe expenditure 85/86 unaudited

7. Statement of income and
i "expenditure 84/85 audited

8. Statement of income and
expenditure 83/84 audited



VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATION OF AUSTR
FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ACCOUNT
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE NINE MONTHS ENDED 31ST MARCH 1
Income:
Government grant

Affiliation and capitation fees
Interest on bank account

Less Expenditure:

Office rent 1,
Electricity

Telephone 1,
Town Hall Concert expenses 2,

Postage and courier
Printing and stationery
Typing charges
Travelling expenses 2,
Subscriptions

Bank charges

Petty cash expenses
Welfare payments
Legacy - North Sydney

Deficit for the nine months ended 31st March 1986

Represented by:

Bank account - National Australia Bank

Overdraft as at lst July 1985
Add Deficit for the nine months ended 3lst March 1986

Overdraft as at 31st March 1986

UNAUDITED

ALTA

986

000.00
473.14
182.76
045.20
280.75
469.40
700.00
639.20
400.00

95.51

30.00

60.00

50.00

@

5,000.00
2,567.00
_ 32.82

7,599.82

9,425.96

$ (1,826.14)

(130.07)
(1,826.14)

$ (1,956.21)



™

Registered
Tax Agent

S. L. TAGG & CO. @
Chartered Accountant

AUDITORS' REPORT TO
THE VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ACCOUNT

We have examined the Statement of Income and Expenditure of the Federal
Executive Account for the year ended 30th June 1985.

furnished to us.

5. L. TAGG & CO.
Chartered Accountant

Sydney, 30th April 1986 !

107 West Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
Telephone 929 5274



VIETNAM VETERANS' ASS50CIATION OF AUSTRALIA

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ACCOUNT

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1985

Income:

Royalties from Association journal
Affiliation and capitation fees
Government grant

Donation - Redgum

Sales of stickers and badges
Interest on bank account

Less Expenditure:

Typing fees

Travelling expenses

Welfare payments

Purchase of stock of books "Politics
of Agent Orange" .

Postage and courier

Printing and stationery

Research assistant

Subscriptions

Accountancy fees .t

Bank charges .

Payments for and on behalf of
Debrief magazine to be reimbursed

Contribution to RSL re class action

Surplus for the year ended 30th June 1985

Represented by:

Bank Account - National Australia Bank

Overdraft as at lst July 1984
Add Surplus for the year ended 30th June 1985

Overdraft as at 30th June 1985

2,640.00
1,619.00
125.00

875.85
515.50

46.80
500.00
260.00
270.00
176.22

960.00

200.00

300.00
2,988.00
5,000.00
1,000.00

687.75

40.58

10,016.33

8,188.37

$ 1,827.96

(1,958.03)
1,827.96

$ (130.07)



N S. L. TAGG & CO.

Rl Chartered Accountant @
Registered
Tax Agent

AUDITORS' REPORT TO
THE VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ACCOUNT

We have examined the statement of income and expenditure of the
Federal Executive Account for the year ended 30th June 1984.

In our opinion the aforementioned statement presents a true and

fair view of the cash transactions of the Account for the year ended
30th June 1984 and is in accordance with the books of the Account
and the information furnished to us.

S. L., TAGG & CO.
Chartered Accountant

[ Sydney, 2nd April, 1985

107 West Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
Telephone: 929 5274




VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

FEDERAL EXECUTIVE ACCOUNT

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1984

Income:

Royalties from Association journal
Affiliation and capitation fees
Government grant
Donations - V.V.A. branches and members
- Redgum
- C.B.S.
Sales of stickers and badges
Interest on bank account

Less Expenditure:

Association stickers and badges
Travelling expenses — airfares
- accommodation and
travel allowances
Promotion and congress expenses
Subscription - ADVACS
Welfare payments
Typing
Printing, photocopying and statiomnery
including mailing lists
Photographs
Postage and courier
Telephone
Office supplies - furniture
- sundry incl. petty cash
- research books
Repairs and maintenance - photocopier
Bank charges

Deficit for the year

Represented by:

Bank Overdraft - National Australia Bank

Balance at lst July 1983
Add Deficit for the year

Balance at 30th June 1984

456.00
3,696.89

5,879.42
1,047.50
100.00
493.70
3,012.00

1,831.08
158.55
1,366.64
202.09
1,181.80
841.89
51.00
829.00
52.80

1,500.00
1,587.00
5,000.00
371.00
9,614.98
1,000.00
538.70
23.69

19,635.37

21,200.36

$ 1,564.99

393.04
1,564.99

$ 1,958.03



Registered
Tax Agent

S. L. TAGG & CO.
Chartered Accountant

AUDITORS' REPORT TO

THE VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

ROYAL COMMISSION GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE ACCOUNT

We have examined the statement of income and expenditure of the
Royal Commission Government Assistance Account for the year ended
30th June 1984,

In our opinion the aforementioned statement presents a true and
fair view of the cash transactions of the Account for the year

ended 30th June 1984 and is in accordance with the books of the
Account and the information furnished to us.

S. L. TAGG & CO.
Chartered Accountant

Sydney, 19th September 1984

107 West Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
Talanhnna Q24 5274



VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

ROYAL COMMISSION
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE ACCOUNT

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1984

Income:
Allocations of government funds 85,000.00
Interest received on savings account 1,067.79
86,067.79
Less Expenditure:
Research -~ scientific consultants 25,310.00
- research assistant 8,650.00
- V.V.A. assistants & typists 15,330.00
- publications 609.74
Travelling expenses - airfares 8,630.49
- accommodation &
local travel 2,148.20
Office rent 8,359.70
Electricity 548.83
Telephone 8,496.79
Office supplies and stationery 4,276.56
Office equipment - computer 8,080.00
- furniture & equipment 1,354.00
Postage 4,388.14
Bank charges 157.69
96,340.14
Deficit as at 30th June 1984 $ (10,272.35)
Represented by:
Cash at bank - National Australia Bank ' 1,527.65
Less Amount owing to Public Appeal Trust Fund 11,800.00

$ (10,272.35)
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THE VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

AUDITORS' REPORT TO

ROYAL COMMISSION GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE ACCOUNT

We have examined the statement of income and expenditure of the Royal

Commission Government Assistance Account for the year ended 30th June
1985.

In our opinion the aforementioned statement presents a true and fair
view of the cash transactions of the Account for the year ended 30th
June 1985 and is in accordance with the books of account and the
information furnished to us.

S. L. TAGG & CO.
Chartered Accountant

Sydney, 7th July 1985

107 West Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
Telephone 9295274



iAGG & CO.

VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

ROYAL COMMISSION
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE ACCOUNT

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1985

Income:

Allocations of government funds
- grants for administration and research
- reimbursements of costs claimed
Interest received on bank account

Less Expenditure:

Research - scientific and legal consultants 10,839.27

- research assistant 7,350.00

- V.V.A.A. assistants and typists 10,880.00

- publications 171.05
Travelling expenses - airfares . 30,550.62

- accommodation and

local travel 22,736.45

Office rent and cleaning 9,292.41
Electricity . : 13121.53
Telephone 13,948.50
Office supplies, stationery and photocopying 9,926.37
Postage 3,073.14
Audit and accountancy fees 900.00
Bank charges and bank interest 683.90
Freight and courier 985.26

Surplus for the year ended 30th June 1985
Less Deficit for the year ended 30th June 1984

Net Surplus as at 30th June 1985

Represented by:

Cash at bank - National Australia Bank

108,760.00
23,784.40

199.20

132,743.60

122,458.50

10,285.10
(10,272.35)

$ 12.75

$ 12.75




a

Reference
number affixed

THE VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATI
ROYAL COMMISSION GOVERNMENT ASS

INVENTORY OF FURNITURE & E

001 A

002A
003B
004B
005B
006B
007B
008B
009B
O10B
0l1B
012B
013B
014B
015B
016B
017B
018B
019B
020B
021B
022C
023cC

024C

4 drawer fil
Royal Comm

4 drawer fil
Office desk
3 drawer fil
2 drawer car
Demountable
Demountable
Demountable
Office desk
Office desk
Office desk
‘ Office desk
Computer CPU
Computer key
Computer vis
Computer dis
Computer dis
Computer ﬁri
Typists chai
Typists chai
2 drawer fil
Office desk
Double bunk

Double bunﬂ

ON OF AUSTRALIA
ISTANCE ACCOUNT

QUIPMENT

Dcscrigtiqﬂ

ing cabinet (at office of
ission)

ing cabinet

ing cabinet

d file

metal shelf unit
metal shelf unit
metal shelf unit
with 6 drawers

4 drawers

4 drawers

metal construction

board

ual display unit

k drive

k drive

nter

r

r

ing cabinét

metal construction
bed

bed



INVENTORY OF FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT

025D
026E
027E
028E
029E
030F
031F
032F
033F
034F
035G
036G
037G
038G
039H .
040H
0413
0423

043K

Dated, 5th July 1985

Visitors chair

Office desk metal construction
4 drawer filing cabinet

4 drawer filing cabinet

3 drawer filing cabinet
Demountable shelf unit
Demountable metal shelf unit
Demountable metal shelf unit
Demountable metal shelf unit
Typists chair

Office desk metal construction
Typists chair

Typists chair

Typists chair

Office desk 2 drawers

Typists chair

Office desk 2 drawers

Typists chair

Office desk metal construction



UNAUDITED

VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA

ROYAL COMMISSION

PUBLIC APPEAL TRUST FUND o
7]
A
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE \v\b
FOR THE NINE MONTHS ENDED 31ST MARCH 1986 Q

Income:
Proceeds of sales of book "Politics of Agent Orange" 587.08
Interest on bank account and bonus deposit 2,360.25
2,947.33
Less Expenditure:
Printing of Repatriation Claim booklet 1,579.60
Critique of the Report of the Royal Commission
- legal consultant 1,000.00
- typing 250.00
- printing 1,615.20
Travelling expenses and allowances 1,064.70
Office rent 2,000.00
Electricity 901.78
Telephone ' 4,498.05
Purchase of typewriter 395.00
Typing charges 1,400.00
Stationery and photocopying E 1,405.86
Postage and courier £ 676.53
Accountancy and audit fees 865.00
Bank charges 11.43
17,663.15
Deficit for the nine months ended 3lst March 1986 $ 14,715.82
Represented by:
Bank balances as at lst July 1985
Commonwealth Trading Bank 4,076.32
Westpac Bonus Deposit 15,000.00
19,076.32
Less Deficit for the nine months to 3lst March 1986 14,715.82

Bank balance as at 31st March 1986
Commonwealth Trading Bank $ 4,360.50
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2Ly,

20th Januar?, 1986.

4 of 1986

TO ALL BRANCHES & SUB-BRANCHES

Attached is the Audited Statement of the Royal Commission
o~ Trust Fund account which has already been sent to Branch
Presidents some months ago.

We still have $9,000.00 which will be used to continue the
work of the aftermath of the Royal Commission and the costs
involved in travel for scientists, reimbursing overseas
witnesses and for the work carried out etc.

Yours sincerely,

ﬂﬁ/ -

PHILL THOMPSON.

National President.

Encl.
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AUDITORS' REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF
THE VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
ROYAL COMMISSION PUBLIC APPEAL TRUST FUND
We have examined the statement of income and expenditure of the Trust
for the year ended 30th June 1985.
~ In regard to donations it was not practicable to extend our examination
beyond the Trust's receipt records.
In our opinion, which, with respect to donations is limited to those
recorded in the receipt records, the aforementioned statement presents
a true and fair view of the cash transactions of the Trust for the year
ended 30th June 1985 and is in accordance with the books of the Trust
and the information furnished to us.
Jf\/oﬁ v (o
S. L. TAGG & CO.
Chartered Accountant
N Sydney, 20th September 1985

107 West Street, Crows Nest NSW 2065
Telephone: 929 5274
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VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCTATION OF AUSTRALIA

ROYAL COMMISSION
PUBLIC APPEAL TRUST FUND

STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1985

Income:
Donations received 3,333.47
Repayment of moneys advanced to Royal Commission
Government Assistance Account 11,800.00
Government assistance - travel expenses reimbursed 3,549.56
Proceeds of sales of book "Politics of Agent Orange" 2,219.74
Interest on bank account 79.06
20,981.83
Less Expenditure:
Purchase of stock of books "Politics of
Agent Orange" 3,934.40
Production of Repatriation Claim Booklet
- artwork and layout . 1,786.30
Bank charges 24,58
5,745.28
Surplus for the year ended 30th June 1985 155236.55
Surplus for the year ended 30th June 1984 3,839.77
Net Surplus as at 30th June 1985 $ 19,076.32
Represented by:
Cash at bank - Commonwealth Trading Bank 4,076.32
-~ Westpac Banking Corporation
Bonus Deposit 15,000.00

$ 19,076.32
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Registered
Tax Agent

AUDITORS' REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF
THE VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
ROYAL COMMISSION PUBLIC ATPEAL TRUST FUND

We have examined the statement of income and expenditure of the
Trust for the year ended 30th June 1984.

In regard to donations it was not practicable to extend our
examination beyond the Trust's receipt records.

In our opinion, which, with respect to donations is limited to
those recqrded in the records, the aforementioned statement
presents a true and fair view of the cash transactions of the
Trust for the year ended 30th June 1984 and is in accordance with
the books of the Trust and the information furnished to us.

'gu%wgg

- S. L. “TAGG & CO.
Chartered Accountant

Sydney, 30th July 1984

1C7 Weslt Street, Crowes Moeut 1.SA

Telephcne. 229 5274
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VIETNAM VETERANS' ASSUCIATTON ol

ROYAL COMMISSION

Al i AT .
AUSTKAL LA

PUBLIC APPEAL TRUST FUXD

STATEMENT OF INCOML AND EXPENDITURE
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1984

Income:

Donations received
Interest received

Less Expenditure:

Advances to Royal Commission
Government Assistance Account

Airfares.

Bank charges

Surplus as at 30th June 1984

Represented by:

Cash at bank - Commonwealth Trading Bank

This is the Statement
referred to in our auditors' report dated

24,142.78
14.87

24,157.65

11,800.00
8,502.10

15.78

20,317.88
$ 3,839.77

$ 3,839.77

30th July 1984

S. L. TAGC & CO.

Chartered

Accountant
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The President, b\‘\' M . 85
Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia,
New South Wales Branch.
Cnr Blaxcell and William Streets,
GRANVILLE. N.S.W.
Attn. Don Wilson.

Dear Don,
RE: NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING
ADELAIDE13/14 DECEMBER 1986

At the committee meeting of the association held in Sydney Tuesday December 9,
1986, the following motions were proposed,voted upon and accepted and you are
instructed to present them at the National Council meeting 13/14 December;

1)That N.S.W. Branch is not prepared to support a non elected National Office
of the V.V.A.A, 7
2)That N.S.W. Branch will not support in any way an appointed body without
having knowledge of the financial status,correctly audited and certified,
of the National Office of the V.V.A.A.
3)That N.S.W. Branch is not prepared to elect any person or persons to any
position within the National Executive withouti-knowledge of the financial
and logistical position of the National Office of the V.V.A.A. as we would
believe such non elected representatives are not accountable for any debts
incurred in the name of the National Office.
4)That N.S.W. Branch will only show future support if all actions carried out by
the National Executive and the National Council are carried out in accordance
with the National Constitution. _
5) That N.S.W. Branch consider that the National Office should be expanded in
accordance with the N.S.W. motion presented to the 6th National Congress
to the following positions;
President, 3Vice Presidents, Secretary]treasurer.

Yours faithfully,

-

R.F.FOSTER.
Secretary!treasurer,
For the Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia, N.S.W. Branch.
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Mr. P.C. Thompson, 15 October 1986
National President,

Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia.

2B Hale Road,

MOSMAN. N.S.W. 2088

Dear Phil,

At our commitee meeting held in Sydney on Friday 10 October it was decided that
in respect of the Half Yearly National Council to be held in Launceston Tasmania
November 8 and 9, as determined at the National Congress held in Sydney in

May 1986, that:

1) Irrespective of the health and availabilit
meeting as scheduled should proceed;

2) We seek clarification that we still have a National Office;

3)We seek clarification as to whom is acting as National Secretary;

4) to whom we should direct correspondence;

5) Whom is entitled to respond to media requests for comments on those matters of
a national interest;

The National Council members elect at the Launceston conference delegates to
fill the currently vacant positions of Vice President and Secretary;

Clarify the security arrangements re Association and personal members files
currently held at Mosman.

y if the National President that the

6)
7)

For your information we also enclose copies of;
A)Letter to the Prime Minister and The Minister
the Royal Commissiom.

B)Letter to the Minister for Veterans Affairs
Allied Veterans.

C )A report on V.V.C.S. speech at D.V.A. Seminar on pensions held in September.
We request that this matter be followed up on a National basis.

D)In the absence of any information forthcoming from the National Office,
of a Tetter that our members wish to forward to The Auditor. Generals
Department relating to funding of the Royal Commission.

for Veterans Affairs relating to

relating to pensions elegibility for

a copy

We Took forward to seeing you in Launceston in November.

Yo \(
) A {/&L.f/’d—;
(%% /(' ™

DON WILSON?

PRESIDENT.

aithfully,

COPIES TO.
Immediate past Secretary,
State Branches.
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The Right Honourable R.J. Hawke,

15 October 1986. T
V)
Parliament House, ///

The Prime Minister of Australia.
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600

Dear Prime Minister,
Re; Royal Commission into the effects of
Chemical Usage in Vietnam.

It has been brought to our attention by our members in Australia and our
associates in the United States that The New Jersey Agent Orange Commission

has announced a major scientific breakthrough, the development of a new way to
identify toxic substances in the body through simple and inexpensive blood
tests.

As your Government has always shown concern for the Vietnam Veteran and has
promised to consider any new scientific evidence as it becomes available,

we would believe that the required action has already been taken to investigate
the feasibility of extending such testing to the repatriation system.

Following the press reports many of our members have expressed interest in
having such tests.We would greatly appreciate if you could advise if and when such
testing for toxic substances within the body will be available to Australian
Vietnam Veterans.

For your information we enclose copies of newspaper reports from Australia and
The United States.

Yours Faithfully,

Don Wilson.
President, New South Wales Branch.

Copy; Senator A. Gietzelt,
Minister for Veterans Affairs.
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Senator A. Gietzelt, 14 October 1986

Minister for Veterans Affairs.
Parliament House,
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600

Dear Minister,

Rej;Elegibility Requirements for Service and Disability
Pensions for Allied Veterans.

We are writing to seek your Departments Elegibility Requirements for Allied
Veterans to receive Service and Disability Pensions.

We are aware that this subject has been a matter of correspondence between your
Department and the City of Campbelltown R.S.L. Sub-Branch. We have had the
opportunity to peruse the correspondence and find that not only is some of the
information contradictory but it discriminates against the Australian Veteran.

Accordingly we would appreciate if you would advise this association of the
elegibility requirements and the guidelines within which Your Departments

staff must work,

Thanking you, in anticipation, we remain,
Yours Faithfully,

@ Wl

DON WILSON.
PRESIDENT.
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AUDITOR GENERALS DEPARTMENT. 13 OCTOBER 1986 )
PARLIAMENT HOUSE. ’ @,/
CANBERRA. A.C.T.
2600
RE: VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
NATIONAL OFFICE FUNDING FOR THE JUSTICE
. EVERIT ROYAL COMMISSION INTO AGENT ORANGE.
SIR,

WE THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA
NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH INCORPERATED ARE EXTREMELY CONCERNED ABOUT THE FUNDS MADE
AVAILABLE TO OUR NATIONAL OFFICE TO PUT OUR CASE TO THE ROYAL COMMISSION.

ALONG WITH MONIES MADE AVAILABLE BY THE GOVERNMENT THIS STATE, ALONG WITH OTHER
STATES HAVE MADE SUBSTANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO OUR NATIONAL OFFICE. AS YET WE HAVE
NOT BEEN GIVEN A TRUE AND PROPER ACCOUNT OF THE WAY IN WHICH THIS MONEY WAS USED.
WE HAVE NEVER BEEN GIVEN AN AUDITED ACCOUNT TO PRESENT TO OUR MEMBERS. AS IS SHOWN
IN THE MINUTES OF OUR COMMITTEE MEETINGS WE HAVE ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS REQUESTED
INFORMATION AS TO HOW THE MONIES WERE USED, BUT WE RECEIVED NO ACCOUNTS OR EVEN A
REPLY TO OUR REQUESTS FROM OUR NATIONAL OFFICE.
~ IT IS FOR THIS REASON THAT WE REQUEST YOUR HELP TO OBTAIN THIS INFORMATION,
EITHER BY GOVERNMENT RECORDS OR BY AN INVESTIGATION BY YOUR OFFICE OF THE VIETNAM
VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA NATIONAL OFFICE AT MOSMON N.S.W. YOUR EARLIEST
ACTION ON THIS MATTER WOULD BE OF THE UTMOST INPORTANCE AS WE FEAR OUR NATIONAL
OFFICE IS IN DIRE FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES. WE HOPE YOU MAY BE ABLE TO ASSIST US

IN THIS MATTER.

YOURS SINCERELY

D. WILSON PRESIDENT.



RETURNED SERVICES LEAGUE OF AUSTRALIA

(New South Wales Branch) Incorporated
“The Price of Liberty is Eternal Vigilance™
CITY OF CAMPBELLTOWN R.S.L. SUB-BRANCH

P.O. Box 71, CAMPBELLTOWN 256()

President J Wyner . i
Hon Treas A L McDonell JP 6 Lithgow Street

Hon Sec: R James Telephone: (046) 25 1408
REPORT ON V.V.C.S. SPEECH
D.V.A. SEMINAR ON PENSIONS
CONDUCTED SEPT. 198G.

A THREE DAY PENSION SEMINAR WAS CQONDUCTED BY THE D.V.A. AT WHICH VARIOUS

SPEAKERS WERE INVITED TO TAIK.
~—ONE OF THESE SPEAKERS WAS THEO PEGOLUS FROM THE V.V.C.S. WHO SPOKE ON THE SERVICE

PROVIDED BY THE V.V.C.S. IN GREAT LENGTIH. HE COVERED ALL ASPECTS OF THE SERVICE, WITH THE
EXCEPTION OF THE ROLE AND INDEED THE VERY EXISTANCE OF THE V.V.A.A. UNTIL THE END
OF HIS TALK, WHEN HE REFERRED TO US ONLY CASUALLY. HE REFERED TO THE RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN THE V.V.A.A. AND THE R.S.L. MOVEMENT BOTH IN THE PAST, THE PRESENT AND HOW
THE SITUATION WAS STILL IMPROVING.

IT WAS AT THIS TIME THAT REMARKS LIKE '"WHAT ARE THEY RATBAGS'" AND "WHAT DO THEY
EXPECT"', "THEY WON'T GET INVOLVED IN THEIR SUB BRANCH'S'' BEGAN TO OOM:E FROM THE FLOOR.

IT WAS AT THIS POINT IN TIME THAT I FELT I HAD TO SPEAK IN THE DEFENCE OF "VIEINAM
VETERANS' ,AND POINT OUT TO THE PEOPLE ON THE FLOOR THAT "VIETNAM VETERANS'" WERE
INVOLVED IN THE RUNNING OF THEIR SUB BRANCHES, AND IN FACT WERE ELECTED TO EXECUTIVE
AND COMMITTEE POSITIONS. I ALSO STRESSED THAT WE WERE NOT "'RATBAGS'' BUT' RESPONSIBLE MEMBERS
OF A VETERANS ORGANIZATION FIGHTING FOR OUR "RIGHTS', TO WHICH WE ARE ENTITLED,AND TO
GIA ASSISTANCE TO "OUR'' VETERANS AND THEIR DEPENDANTS.

TO SUM UP I WAS DISAPPOINTED AT THE "CASUAL' RECOGNITION OF OUR ASSOCIATION BY

THEO AND THE LACK OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED.

tj’\ ‘ﬁ@'mo m‘ﬁﬁ(‘v\

K. HAINSWORTH.
HON. SECRETARY.
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WELCOME HOME PARADE IN 1988

TO:PARTICIPANTS IN THE CHICAGO WELCOME HOME PARADE 1986
ALL EX SERVICE ORGANISATIONS
SUB BRANCHES AND ZONE REPRESENTATIVES

MANY OF YOU WILL HAVE HEARD OR SEEN REPORTS ON THE VIETNAM VETERANS WELCOME HOME PARADE
AT WHICH A NUMBER OF AUSTRALIANS ATTENDED HELD IN CHICAGO JUNE 13TH 1986.

YOU MAY ALSO HAVE HEARD OR SEEN OF A PROPOSAL PUT FORWARD BY THE V.V.A.A. AND THE R.S.L.
FOR A WELCOME HOME PARADE TO BE HELD IN SYDNEY IN OUR BICENTENNIAL YEAR OF 1988,
FOLLOWING MANY REQUESTS THIS ASSOCIATION WILL HOST A MEETING OF ALL INTERESTED GROUPS

. WITH THE AIM OF FORMING A STEERING COMMITTEE COMPRISING REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL GROUPS
TO PLAN AND CO-ORDINATE ALL ACTIVITIES.

THE DAY: SUNDAY OCTOBER 19 1986

THE TIME: 10,00 HRS.

THE LOCATION: GRANVILLE R.S.L. YOUTH CLUB HALL,
CNR. BLAXCELL AND WILLIAM STREETS,
GRANVILLE.

AS THIS IS TO BE A PARADE FOR VIETNAM VETERANS WE BELIEVE THERE SHOULD BE MAXIMUM
INVOLVEMENT IN THE ORGANISATION AND ADMINISTRATION BY VIETNAM VETERANS.
WE URGE ALL INTERESTED PARTIES TO ATTEND AND PLAN FOR A DAY TO REMEMBER.

° . . - « o e - e . . . . s . * s @ . e e e @

-FOLLOWING THE ABOVE MEETING ALL V.V.A.A. SUB BRANCH AND ZONE REPRESENTATIVES ARE
REQUESTED TO MEET WITH THE N.S.W. COMMITTEE TO DISCUSS MATTERS TO BE RAISED BY
SUCH SUB BRANCHES AND COMMITTEE.

~. WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU

VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA,
NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH.

g

DON WILSON.
PRESIDENT
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A\ This is to advise that our Fational President Phill Thoupson has been ill Tfor
some tine now and as a result has been in Concord Repat Hosvital, then to
Quecersland for a rest which resulted in hin having a car accident which added
He then came to WA for further rest znd hospitalisation in Hollyviood Repat
Hospital, He has since been discharged for R%R and he will be rc-admitted for
treatment in the near future, and a further veriod of R%R will need to be taken,
The above has meant that he has not been able to engage in active VVAA work and
that will remain the case for a while to come,

Phill has asked me to give you an update on the National Office and the
Federal Govt enquiry into this Associations complaints about the Royal Commisce

ion Report,

/\\Fﬁ‘stly because of the resignation of our Vational Secretfry Ric Haines, and
after discussion with Tim McCoombe, Mick Alright(Tas) Ievin Gill(iCe) [hdill
Thounson, John Delacca(Ballarat) John Printz(Vic) Grant Colli:s(%ﬁ} Don
Uilson(sd) and myself, by telepione on Uednesdey ISth October I986, the naj-
ority view was that it would be »prudent to zppoint Tinm licCooube as Hational
Secretary/Treasurer »s an i; erim appointment untill our unext Council zeetinap,

lowoonia fa Jeveawer 4 it was.agreed by all e:cant cae ((I8W) by »phone I
Ocinber 26 that it would be appropriate to defer that Council meeting to a
later date, to be cetermined.It was agreed that the deferment not be too long
and that 1t was imdortant Lo convene a Council meeting as soon as prectically

rossible, (Uaforturetely it was not vossible to contact QLD on I5/I0/P6)

I

he ti:fing for that meoting is at this stoge unlmown beczuse it is felt we

should wait until “ore info regsrding the Royal Coamission inquiry is

/2



At this point in time it is nowm that Justice Zvatt has ~siked the Ministers
Office o release to him a cony of our submicsion conplaining about his
of his reguest, Tim llcCooizbe as secretary/Treasurer,
after a2dvise f{rom our lejzal oad scientific advisers , wrote a letter agreceing
to let the Judce hove & copy of our submission vroviding he responded within

one {(T) w-nth snd that ve got a cony of his comments, and of any other on the

¢ e to defer the Council meeting was
made in the interests of economy and that it would be wiser to adopt this
attitude to 21low dizcussion which may arise {rom the Judge's response,

Having said all that it's now worth stating that as a result of correspondencs

“Neceived from the NSY State Branch since the telephone conversations (I5th Oct)
b

referred to carlier, Phill Thompson is now back in Sydney.

According to the info on the NSW correspondence all State Branches have

received copies of that.

For mysclf I am extremely dissapointed and disgusted with USW in taking this

destructive action, which I assume was taken os a result of the phone calls of

the I5th October I986.

I object to i5W writing (I5th October 86) direct to the Prime Minister regards:
ing

ing blood ete testing, without consulti
(=} =% ]

enbers in Australia" thus iunlying WSW is coaducting our National affakrs,
Tt is ore objectionable though for HSW to write to the fuditor Generals Dent
(13th Cect 86) regarding Royal Commission funding end audited accounts peritsining
~ btottat funding. I a2nm cwere as will other States delegates at Congress/Council
weetings that steteouents have been tabled (with NSW present) and other
finsnclal stotenents have heen forworded Uy wail to States at other tilmes.
Showm be is a sunary of statements held by this State Office;
T. Rovel Commission Tovesn-ent Assiztance Acc.(neriod ending 30/6/085 crted
7/7/85= audited by 3 I Tag;tlo)
2. Inventory of Furniture & Zapt(dabed 5/7/355)

3, Roval Commission Puablic Apreal Trust Fund Account.(period ending 30/56/85
deted 20/2/°%& audited by SL Tagg & Co)

/3



3.

3
o) f

L, oZome sudit document nsA?bovo put out to States from National Off

cover note I of I986 dzted 20/I1/86 =nd sent by nail,

ice under

5. Tabled at 7th Hational Congress 3/4 lVay 86.
a, Federal Execuiive Acc(for year end 30/6/85-szudited)

b, Federal Executive Acc(for year end 51/3/86- unzudited)

c, Royal Commission Public Appeal Trust Fund Acc !
(period end 31/3/86, unzudited)
These documents a3 pressnted were ~cceepied by delegates
May T suggest that if N5V do not hold on {ile these documents, then perhapns

T
they should look a2t their owa filing systen,

o : B B o el I S -
The .37 comnlaint slso questions the integrity of our Trustees and 2udliiors,

. 2nd borders on defeamation,

It is my deen Love that .other States will suoport my views and respond in a
simileir vein,

é%/’/p | | 24y L /76

President

DisraiBorson

Marowal  0FFi e
STAF  DRAVCHES ())va Dol )
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Mr. P.C. Thompsen, 4th November, 1986
National President,

Vietnam Veterans Association of Australia,

28 Hale Road,

MOSMAN. N,S.W, 2088

Dmar Phil,

I believe T have cooled down snbugh to repert on correspondence received from the
N.S.W. Branch.

Firstly I find it unbelisvable that the NSW Branch representing approximately 21
sub branches could be so ignobale toward our President and the Association.

As hest to the National Council meeting 8 November, 1986 and accounting for
arrangements already made, T had no hesitation due to thes present developments
(Justice Evatts request te D,V.A.) in agreeing and endorsing the postponement to
a date convenient,

I find the letter forwarded tc the Prime Minister totally objectionable. You can
imagine the disastrous effects this would have on a Veteran by imposing a one
Chemical and a one TEST between him and reasonable compensation, it would be
suicidal.

The letter addressed te the Auditor Generals Department is the mest me=sndacious

vilifying piece of crap I've sesn for many years, If it wasn't for the adverse

flak. the National Association would receive as a whole I'd let Don Wilsen send

it. Tasmania may not be a rich State but we have our office in order: Follewing
documents held by this State Branch.

—~. 1. Rayal Commission Government Assistance A/C dated 7.7.85 Audited by S.L. Tagg
& Co,

2. Royal Commission Public appeal Trust Find A/C dated 20.5.85 audited by
S.L. Tagg & Co.

3. Inventery of Furniture and Equipment dated 5.7.85.

Tabled and passed by all State Delegates at Congress May 1586.
1. Federal executive Account (year ending 30.6.85 - Audited)
2. Federal executive account (ye=ar ending 31.3.86 - Unaudited)

3. Royal Commission Public Appeal Trust Fund Account ( y=ar ending 31.3.1986
Unaudited).



Phil, I must admit I have a feeling of apprehension, disappointment or total
frustration toward the N.S.W. Branch. Possibly because the N,.S.W. Branch demon-
strated what I censidered genuine patriotism in supplying this State with lestter-
heads and envelopes at no cost, (perhaps a sprat to catch a macksrel) this gesture

was appreciated and duly answered, (some delay, as eur State Secretary had his house
badly damaged by fire with additional and unfertunate loss of equipment to sur Branch.)
However, T believe at our reset Council meeting this issue of direct cenflict and
assault on the National Asseciatien by the N.S.W. branch be aired and dealt with as
agreed by the National Council in the interest of all Australian Vietnam Vets

and within the guidelines of National Policy.

—~ Yours faithfully,
I//,/K//H 7
Mike Allwright =
PRESTDENT
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18th November, 1986

To All State Presidents

7N
Subject: National Council Meeting
A meeting of +the National Council (State Branch
Presidents) and the National Executive will be convened
on Saturday/Sunday 13th/14th December, 1986. The venue
will be THE ESPLANADE HOTEL, 135A Esplanade, Brighton,
Adelaide, South Australia, where adequate facilities to
conduct such a meeting exists.
Because of health reasons, Phil Thompson the President
has decided to step down as President. This meeting has
been convened to elect a new Federal Executive. Also
other items to be discussed are:-
1. U.S. class action
Y 2. Half-way Houses - Qld and NSW
‘ 3. The direction and development of the VVAA
4. VVAA Submission to Government, Royal Commission

5 NSW letter to all State Presidents, dated the
15th October 1986
6. Election of a new Federal Executive.

A more detailed Agenda will be despatched prior to the
meeting taking place. If any states wish to have items
placed on the Agenda please forward them to the Federal
Office before the 2nd December, 1986.
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Preliminary Logistics:

Accommodation for inter-state Branch Presidents will be
provided at THE ESPLANADE HOTEL for the nights of the
13th/14th. Those Branch Presidents travelling by air
please notify Grant Collins the S.A. President {home 08
-298 7963, work 08 298 4693) so arrangements can be made
to meet you at the airport.

Regards,

Zm}"l—“o—-—‘-"
TIM McCOMBE
SECRETARY




