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STedE  PountE

The National President opened the congress, welcomed all in attendence
and invited the Administrator of the Northern Territory, His Honour, Mr
J Muirhead. OC to officially open the eleventh National Congress of the

VVAA.

His Honour, Mr J

Muirhead ©QC delivered the

keynote address and

officially opened the National Congress and wished the Association well

in its deliberations.

Other speakers were.

“Senator Tambling (representing
Affairs,Senator J Newman)

The

Shadow Minister of Veterans

Mr Stephen Lalor, Deputy Commissioner for DVA (S Aust) (representing the
Repatriation Commissioner, Admiral N Ralph.)

of the DVA.

Mr Keith Lyon,
Mr Ric Marshall,

Deputy Secretary,

MINUTES OF THE 10TH NATIONAL CONGRESS

Moved : WA Seconded :

SA

National Director of the VVCS.

That the minutes as circulated are a true and correct record of the 10th
National Congress and that they be confirmed.

CARRIED

MINUTES of THE NATIONAL COUNCIL MEETING

SA Seconded :

That the minutes
National
minutes

Moved :

WA

Council meeting and that the National

25/26 NOV 1989

as circulated are a true and correct record of the

Congress ratify the



The Mover and seconder accepted the amendment that in item 13.1 and
13.2, in the last line that the word "died" be altered to read "Served".
CARRIED

TREASURERS REPORT

Moved :SA Seconded :NSW

That the treasurers report as issued to the state delegates as tabled be

received.
CARRIED

SECRETARY'S REPORT

The National Secretary reported on the disjointed and sometimes
irregular administration of the association due to the poor
communication within parts of the National Executive and cited the poor
recording of receipt and dispatch of replies to other
associations,Government departments and interested parties.

Moved : WA Seconded : VIC

“"hat all Association correspondence be registered both in and out by the
National Secretary and a correspondence file be actioned. ';
CARRIED

AUSTRALIAN VEITNAM WAR VETERANS TRUST
The National Secretary tabled a Faxed report from the AVWVT

Moved : NT Seconded : NSW
That the Report as tabled be received.
CARRIED

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Moved :SA Seconded : ACT

That the President's report as tabled be received.
CARRIED

ELECTION PROCEDURE REPORT

Treasurer Grant Collins, author of the discussion paper reported on
—<roblems arising from the adoption of the paper without proper
Jiscussions and from the debate the following motions were put.

Moved :SA Seconded : WA

That the motion accepting the discussion paper at the National Council
NOT be ratified.
CARRIED

Moved :NSW Seconded :SA

That as there are two letters re-proxy votes tabled from Tasmania, 6 it is
moved that Basel Breadmore,The current State President,Who has written

directions for the election of office bearers be recognised as the
delegate from Tasmania and holds that states two votes.

CARRIED

Moved :NSW Seconded :SA

That this congress accept the proposalthat the association create a

position of Research Executive with Vice President Status to
ﬂ¥concerntrate on and release information on the chemical issues on behalf

of the VVAA and that this congress has the ability to elect a suitable

person to that position

CARRIED
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NOTICE OF MOTIONS

SA No 1...AUSTRALIAN FORCES ENTERTAINMENT TEAMS
Moved : SA Seconded : NSW

That the VVAA National Congress recognises the eligibility of members of
the Australian Forces Entertainment teams (as distinct from War
Correspondents and News Reporters) to be members of the VVAA and calls
on the RSL to likewise recognise these persons, Who were called on by
the Australian Defence Forces to entertain our troops in a war zone, as

a morale booster for the troops NQ'
CARRIED

SA No 3...RECOGNITION OF NEXT OF KIN

Moved : SA Seconded : QLD

That the VVAA reguest the RSL to recognise the next of kin of deceased
Vietnam Veterans by allowing NOK or Representitives of the deceased to
march in the ANZAC Day parade.

CARRIED
SA No 2...CHANGE OF ROYAL WARRANT FOR MEDALS
Moved : SA Seconded : WA

That the VVAA supports the endevours of the South Australian state
branch in seeking to amend the Royal Warrant for the issue of the
Australian Vietnam Campaign medal so that members of all three services
who saw service in South Vietnem, But who do not qualify for the Vietnam
medal under the present wording of the Royal Warrant, become eligible
for that medal. The major groups concerned being the HMAS Sydney and
Vietnam Logistical Support Group,The CMF Observers Group and the RAAF
Support group personnel. S e

CARRIED
SA No 4...NAMES ON THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL
Moved : SA Seconded : WA

That the VVAA reiterates 1its stand that the names of ALL those
Australian servicemen and women who saw service in South Vietnam during
the period 1962 to 1973 are prominently shown on the National Memorial,
which is to be erected in Canberra. And that those who were killed on
Active Service be specially marked with a cross.

CARRIED 10 For/6 Against

WA No l...LOSS OF WAR WIDOWS RIGHTS..DEFENCE SERVICE HOME LOAN

Moved : WA Seconded : SA

That the VVAA investigates the loss of war widows rights under the
Defence Service home loan scheme since being handed over to Westpac.
CARRIED 7

WA No 2...PORTABILITY OF DSH LOANS
Moved : WA Seconded : QLD

That the VVAA loby the Federal Government to keep its election promises
made prior to the last election that the Government would make all
Defence Service Home loans,Including pre Dec 87 agreements portable.
CARRIED

WA No 3...JOBLINK SCHEME
Moved : WA Seconded : SA

That the VVAA loby the Federal Government to adopt the VV Joblink scheme
in other states as it has been successfully established in WA and that
it be federally funded by the Government.

CARRIED




WA No 4...ASIAN DOCTORS IN RGHs

This motion lapsed for want of a seconder.

WA No 5...INTERGRATION OF RGHs

This motion was withdrawn
WA No 6...LIFEMEMBERSHIP PROCEDURE
Moved : WA Seconded : SA

That if a National Lifemember isFeen to take action to the detriment of
members in any state that the national council has the power to revoke
such lifemembership if decided necessary.

CARRIED
ACT No 1l...FUND RAISING INFRASTRUCTURE
Moved : ACT Seconded : SA

The ACT branch request that the congress address the possible need to
establish the necessary administrative frame work to enable a foundation
—~or trust , to be established prior to the dedication of the National
Memorial, in the ACT which would be on going and have its main charter to
raise additional funds other than statute funding by the governments of
the day,from any source ie Governments, companies and individuals to
assist veterans, families, dependents and relations in co-operation with
other charitable organisations already in place.
LOST 6 FOR/10 Against

QLD No 1...ISSUE PERSONAL TREATMENT CARD
Moved : QLD Seconded : SA

That the federal Government be urged to amend legislation so that all
Returned servicemen and women be issued with a Personal Treatment
Entitlement card (Yellow Card) irrespective of which war or conflict

they served in.
LOST 2 FOR/14 AGAINST

QLD No 2...SEPARATE BADGE ISSUE
Moved : QLD Seconded : VIC

~That a separate badge be issued to associate or honorary members of the
VVAA in order that it be readily apparent that the member is not a
veteranLOST 3 FOR/ 13 AGAINST

QLD No 3...AMEND BADGE DESIGN
Moved : QLD Seconded : SA

That the Association badge design be amended to 1include the white
ensign, instead of the National Flag, to denote Naval representation.

(Withdrawn as NSW indicated that future badges would have the white
ensign included)

QLD No 4...MORTUARY FUND
Moved : QLD Seconded : Lapsed no seconder

That the VVAA investigate the implementation of a mortuary fund system
which is exclusively for members of the VVAA.

QLD No 5...BRIG GOWAN
Moved : QLD Seconded : VIC

That Brig Gowan be asked to resign as the Executive Director of the
AVWVT as a result of his repeated comments regarding the effects of
chemicals on soldiers who served in vietnam




Amendment

Moved : SA Seconded : VIC

That the National Secretary correspond with Brig Gowan to engquire the
validity of statements attributed to him in NZ and whether those
statements are his beliefs.

CARRIED

The amendment became the motion and was CARRIED
OLD No 6...TASMANIA AIR FARE
Moved : QLD Seconded : WA

That the National Executives decision to fund the Delegate from
Tasmania's air fares be ratified but in the future 1in similar
circumstances the National Executive 1is be empowered to offer the
particular state in financial difficulties a loan to cover air fares to
be repaid at a time comfortable to that state.

CARRIED )
Moved' Vic P
VIC No l...RECOGNITION CIVILIAN CREW HMAS JAPARIT <econdel'! WA.

That the National Congress discuss the case history put forward at the
Congress and support the motion that the civilian members who stayed on

““board as the owners reps and supported our land forces be accredited,
retrospectively,with the RAN so as to be eligible for any benefits and
also to be eligible to membership of the VVAA.

CARRIED
VIC No 2...CIVILIAN CHEMICAL EXPOSURE //
Moved : VIC Seconded : QLD

That the VVAA co-operate with credible civilian organisations that are
actively fighting the use of chemicals that enter the food chain on the
grounds that those chemicals are the same as used in Vietnam with the
intention of gaining the support of thinking members of those
organisations in support of our aims.

CARRIED

VIC No 3...INTERGRATION OF THE RGH
(Withdrawn as discussed previously in VVAA Policy statement)
VIC No 4...TRAVEL REIMBURSEMENT

~—Moved : VIC Seconded : NSW

That the VVAA requests the DVA through the Minister that when travel
reimbursement is due when veterans attending the DVA and VRB that the
rate of payment be the same as for COMCARE on he grounds that
discrimination appears against veterans. . ﬂs

CARRIED
VIC No 5...SERVICE AND VETERAN EDUCATION ON ENTITLEMENTS "
Moved : VIC Seconded : WA

That the VVAA request the Minister for Defence to institute an education
program at Recruit Level, Periodical during service and on discharge the
importance of documetation of injury, illness and supportive evidence
for future claims and the importance to members and their families in
doing so.

CARRIED

VIC No 6...FUNDING EMERGENCY ACCOMMODATION v

Moved : VIC

That the VVAA pursue the AFTER THE MARCH REPCRT item that funding for
Emergency housing be provided.

After discussion VIC accepted the following addition which was seconded
by the NT



That the emphisis be put on the DVA to develope a program for continuing
funding for emegency accommodation.

CARRIED
VIC No 7...EXECUTIVE RESPONSIBILITY -
Moved : VIC Seconded : WA

That when congress makes a resolution the executive in fact carries out
that direction, That the resolution is not altered in shape or form. If
the Executive has reason to beleive that the direction would be
detrimental to the Association the resolution can only be deferred
untill raised again before Congress or council.

CARRIED
Meouvec v oNIC
VIC No 8...SECURITY OF MAILING LISTS Secs~ded - SA

That the National Congress develope policy to safeguard the security of -
mailing lists.

CRBRLES Moved *  NiC
VIC No 9...EXECUTIVE VISIT POLICY Secsnded - TS

That when a National Ececutive member is required to visit a state on a
~—state matter that the travel and accommodation costs be borne by that

state except where a state (ie WA, NT) are disadvantaged by distance

that costs be by agreement on a negotiated basis.

CARRIED Movec] " —

VIC No 10...ADVOCATE TRAINING Sceand et & NT

That states shoulder responsibility for the training of Advocates in the
chemical issues by Dec 31 ,1991. 4 B —
CARRIED Moved Jic.

VIC No 11...MEDIA CONTACT Sceondea =49 .

That each state nominate to the National Secretary a person who will be
the states media representitive and included in a media network so as to
facilitate any nationally released Media information being fed through

that states media system.
CARRIED Vi, GRS mowd- WMeden
PN L
VIC No 12...VVAA APPOINTMENTS
~Moved : VIC Seconded : NSW
That the National Congress or Council only, have the power to

appoint representitives or agents to a National Body in any official
capacity.
CARRIED

GENERAL MOTIONS
No 1...REWORK VVAA POLICY STATEMENT
Moved : ACT Seconded : NSW

That Robin Harris rework and re-issue the VVAA National Policy statement
with the update of policys as carried at this congress to be presented

at the next National council meeting. .

CARRIED Q}X0¢‘6 ’/‘%
No 2...POST TRAUMATIC STRESS DISORDER )

Moved : VIC Seconded : NT %

That the VVAA actively challenge the fixed 1idea of PTSD as being the
only physological problem that causes vietnam veterans problems i

CARRIED v W
Ve



No 3...FAX PURCHASE
Moved : VIC Seconded : WA

That the National Secretary and Treasurer get guotes for up to 3 FAX
machines and purchase a FAX for Nat Pres, Nat Sec an Treasurer and
further that all states look to gaining FAX facilities.

CARRIED

No 4...APPOINTMENT..NAT SOLICITOR

Moved : WA Seconded : NSW

That B Wyborne be re-appointed the VVAA National Solicitor.
CARRIED

No 5...APPOINTMENT..NAT AUDITOR

Moved : VIC Seconded : WA

That P Sant be re-appointed the VVAA National Auditor
CARRIED

No 6...DEBRIEF POLICY

~It was resolved that Nev Varley the new National Vice President would be
responsible to form an editorial committee to manage the publication of
DEBRIEF.
The Committee to have persons (Veteran or Non Veteran) with the
following .....

Person with editorial experience

Person with Financial Administrative experience
Person with legal,Contract knowledge .
Person with Data base experience(optional) \SQ
A chairperson

MAILING SYSTEM

The National Treasurer will supply each State branch with a Mailing List
type program, free of cost which is IBM compatible, requires a colour
screen and encompasses a disc-overwrite capability. Each state is asked
to consider gaining this facility as has WA,SA and VIC.

Fach State is responsible to put their sub-branch lists onto the state
computor base and every two to three weeks prior to publication date of

_DEBRIEF the state puts any additions or deletions on the program and
sends the copy by disc to the publisher for mailing.

\‘.

Any return mail will be listed and that state asked to update the
list.Excessive returns could lead to that state being responsible for
the return mail costs.

CARRIED
No 7...TASMANIA BUSH RETREAT OPENING

National Treasurer Grant Collins reported on his trip to the opening of
the Bush retreat and congratulated the Tasmania State Branch for its
efforts and related how the National Excutive received information on
the debit arising from that opening and how that his costs would not be
paid for by the inviting organisation.

A long discussion on this matter took place.
Moved : VIC Seconded : WA

That the National Secretary write to the Tasmanian State branch
indicating the concern of this National Congress that firstly the cost
of the Air Fare came from the National Treasurers personal funds(Until
resolved by this Congress) and that a copy of the letter be sent to the
three sub-branch presidents outlining the concerns of the discussion.The
letter to be sent pricr to the Tasmanian state AG!M.

CARRIED “S 2

dont’



No 8...ELECTION NOMINATION PROCEDURE

Along discussion on the procedures for national Executive positions
resolved...

1. That persons wishing to nominate should apply in writing and submit a
written resume in support of the nomination.

2. Be lodged with the National Secretary not less than two months (60
Days)prior to the National Congress.

3. That the Nomination be approved by the members state branch
executive/Committee

4. The National Secretary to dispatch copies of the nomination and
resume to all National Executive and National council members as soon as
possible after receipt.

5. That nominations from the floor can be accepted through State
delegates in exceptional circumstances but would naturally be
disadvantaged by not being under consideration by state bodies and not
be included in voting instructions from those states.

CARRIED

—

4o 9...DUTY STATEMENTS

It was noted that the Duty Statement for the National Treasurer was
completed and that the Duty Statements for National President, Vice
President and Secretary are yet to be finalized.

No 10...CHILD ABNORMALITY INVESTIGATION
Moved : ACT Seconded : WA

This National Congress approves an investigation to ascertain the
possibilities of building a Birth adnormality case to be prepared for
legal proceedings —
CARRIED

No 11l...TRUST FUND MEETING

(After discussions re the Trust fund the following motion was moved...)

Moved : QLD Seconded : WA
That the VVAA write to the AVWVT and request a meeting of at least
ﬁ’ﬂRegional Chairpersons to discuss inconsistancies of operation. N?'
i ZARRIED
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
NATIONAL PRESIDENT NATIONAL VICE PRESIDENT
Tim McCombe 8 Rob Cox 5
John Haines 4 Les Fenton 4
John Printz 4 Nev Varley 7
Tim McCombe re-elected Nev Varley elected
NATIONAL TREASURER NATIONAL SECRETARY
Grant Collins 16 John Methven Withdrawn
John Printz 16
Gerry Poulsen 0
Grant Collins re-elected John Printz re-elected
CONCLUSION

President Tim in closing the Congress moved a motion of appreciation to
the Northern Territory State Branch, the RAAF Darwin, and the Everyman
who supported the congress extremely well.

CARRIED by acclimation



REFER TO ITEM 7 OF PRESIDENT'S REPORT

THE INTEGRITY OF THE VIETNAM MEDAL

A rebuttal of the RSL submission of 3 September 1990

3.1

In a submission dJated 3 September 1990, the NSL has proposerd 10 substantialty
debase lhe criteria in the Royat Waﬂ'_'al‘\!i for the award of the Vieinam Medal. The
RSt proposes lo reduce from 30 days to | day the time required for official visits,
inspections or other occurrences of a temporary nature. A serviceman who saier)
into Vietnam waters on ona orccasion or a genarat who uvsiled Vietnam lor 24 hows
word receiva the same medal as the serviceman who, was poster 10 Vietnam for
twrelve moniths.

Ihis submission is a rebultal of the ASL position and a:ques strongly in {avour of
retaining the Rayal Warrant in its present form. It arque:s that the present criteria
are fair and just and are hasad on solid precadent. it aigues that the decisinns by
present and previous gnvernments, not to vary the criteria for the Vietnam Merdal
are correct. | demonsiiates that the precedents pul forward by the RS are efther
inappropsiate or incorrect. ‘

Tha NSL submission uses munbered paragraphs and for ease of relerence each
paragraph is examined separately and in order.

The first paragraph of the NSL sidumission statas that 50N0 Australian servicemen

who were “deployerd into the war zone™ wars 1ot awarded the Vieinam Medad. The
usa of the lerm “deplayed” is incomrrect and has been used for emolive reasons.

The Macquarie Dictionary defnes deploy as:

‘to .tpnﬁvl i (troops and milflary ez} and beem an extancdedd finan’

Taking the exampie of HMAS Sydney, which was engaged n logistic support

hetween Austiratia and the Vietnam (hentre of oporalions, thera is nn way thal ils

hrief. aithon igh itnportant, visils 1o Vieinam walers can be construed 1o be of the
sane dimension as baitalions, stpiadrons or ships engaged moffensive operations
under conunand of Commarxder Austrakian Forces Vietnam or the Comwmander of
the 11S. 7th Fleet. HMAS Sydney and other logistic ships, remamed under the

‘command of the Flag Olficer Commancfing Austratian Fleet in Sydney throughout

each transit 10, off and retiyrnng froim Vietnam.

Tha Noyat Warrant for the Vietnam Medal was published in the Conwnomvesiti:
Gazeita. No_ G0, 4 July 1968 and lists [ovr criteria tor he award tha Vietnarn Meadal.
Paragrapi 7{iv) states: ' :

Sntvien of 10 days, comthwmer or aggregated, o ific iy visia, hepoetions or ocrieesnen of 3
Inrpoeary natinn ondiy m Visinam, o i ships oe ceait aogagesd in opesations off thwy Viestrvyrminsn

coast

‘ Mowhere, excepting for the Army small ships personnal which willt be dealt with

separately, dors lhe ASL submission suggest (hat the service of 1IMAS Syrney
and other groups they mention is anything other than tha sorvice specifind n
paraqgraph 7{iv). Howhers does tha RSL argue wivy the 30 days quakfication shovild
be waived. Thera are ainple precedents (or 1he 30 days provision inchirding hoth
tha Africa Siar anrd the South Allantic Medal. The fact that thesa two inedals are
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3.6.a.()

3.6.a.(f}

The NSL correctly states that a number of groups have pravinusly approached ihe
Govarment on this issus but have been unsuccesshid. The reasons for the
rejections have inchucdled:

lack of precedants - stfl true and oullined in more datad belows

difficuities in now amending the fioyal Warrant - probably stilf e paifir:tﬂarly since
Ihe Vietnam Medal was awarded lo both Australians and Mew Zealandnrs.

no apparent evidence of widespread support within the ex-service eommunity - not
andy trua bt if the Vielnam Mednl was debasad it wonld ovtrage and offers marny
Vintnam veterans. ‘ '

tha fear thal the award of the meadsi to the cateqory of servicemen ihe RSL proposes

wouk] detract Irom the value of the medal for those currently entilled 1o it - very

Ire,

The RSL, in a very moral argument, states that the main reason for enabling the
medat 1o be awarded (o (he servicamen ils proposes is that it woukd remove a thorn
from the side of the governmeni. The RS states that these nren are.an aggrieved
sectinn of the comminily who befieve that they are victims of discrimination. There
have been many definitions of discrimination in the kst few yaats bt having been
n Vietnam waters flor less than 30 days is a imique detinition. s

It shenikd hn noted hat all the groups mentioned i the ASL. sulnmission ara requidar
servicemen win volinteered for tha defence forces. More sympaitwy shouks he
given o the -10,000 Mational Servicemen wi did nnt leave Austrafia but spemt two
years iy the Arrny than to reguilar servicomen or reservists who wera dfisappoiier
that they served less than 30 days in Vietnam walers or on land in Vietnam,

Several points need 1o ha made bt the coalition pokcy, dated 15 A st 1988
which states:

11 Liberal aned Hatlonal parties are uery asodiul of the et comrstinn made by porsonmm
tho sere on 1HIAAS Sydinay and miver tonjisticnd sipport vessels Hhwing the Vieinam Conict
Inri 10 Ihis and_ 1he Vietrvin comnaign imnrdad will be qrantined 10 thasne Veterans

Firstly, Ihers is no such medal as 3 “Vietnam campaign medal™. Even il the poficy
means the Vietnam Medal. it dors not outling the amended criteria. Secondly, iherg

" is a motion to amend Ihe coafition policy on the agerxia nf the 4 15t Federal Conncil

of the Liberai Party in Brisbane on 23-25 October 1990.

The NSI. offers tour reasons for the previous rejection, reasnns which are still valic.
The ARSI considers that thera is precedent and has citer lour exaenples. Hha first
wo examples are inappropriate and e ird and lowr exampies arn intally
incorrert. :

Clearance Dlving Teamn Mo.1 . Members of CDT I recerved the Vietnam Medat

unvier paragraph 7(i) of the Rayal Warramt. They saw servica of one day or more
on the posted strength of a unit or lormation n Vietnam. The unit was aiintied 1o

. Vietnam lor 3 short time which was tnnisyal and exceptional it served in Vietnam

an operations and its members wara neilher visitors nor observers,

Philanthrople organisations - Philanmtbropie organisations arg specifically covered
under paragraph 5 of the Rayal Warrant as Ioliows-
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amiivalent to those onshore paiticularly the front line troops who suifer=d 500 deacd
and 2500 wounded. Tha Royal Warrant for the Vielnam Medal following welt
established precedents rom the 1939-45 War and subsequent conflicts did not

ignore the important servica of personnel engaged n logistic support but put in a

tirne aqualification of 30 days. While it is unfortunate thal someone may have missed
out by having 29 days savies, Iha ASL has submitted that someonn winm was in
Virinam waters would obitain the Vieinam Medal for a brinf visit of five hoiws.,

General Service Medal 1962 - The RSL considers that the amendment of the
Rayal Warrant covering the issue nf 1he General Service Medat (GSM) 1962 tn allow
for a clasp "South Vietnam™ provides a precedent directly applicabie 1o Austratian
sarvice personnel. The concept of amendding Noyal Warrants is really not in dispute
although the exampie given by the NSL is inappropriate.

The issuie of the GSM 1962 wilh clasp “Soulh Vietnam™ was mads in the samse
gazette which announced the award of the Vietnam Medal. General Service Medals
are awarded for campaigns that do not warranl a specific medal. The creation of

.. the Suoith Vietnamn clasp was not an amendment in the sense that condilions for

the award of the General Service Medal 1962 wera changed but purely the format
methnr of recognising a new carmpaign, something provided for i the original
warrant.

What is stranqe with the GSM 1962 heing quioted in tha NSL stibrmission is that the
GSM 1962 is a medal which requines 30 days qualilication for ol personnel, it is
fiirther argument that tha 30 days requireinent in tha Vietnam Medal {or logistic
personned is not unreasonable. It also raises the question that if the Vietnam Merial
is debased whether Whera will be similar calls 'o debase the GSM 1962. Many
servicermen who were posteg @ Borneo and the Malayan Peninsida dird not
accumikate the 30 d-. /s requised for those dasps to the GSM 196,

The ASL states that it has heen advisaed that the Royal Warrant can he amended
by direction of Executive Covmcll and signed by the Governor General irder the
gieat Seal. Cyon if this is so, there is no mention in the entire subinission of
consultation with Mew Zealand. The Vietnam Medal was notl a3 puraly Austrafian
medal it was also awarded to Hew Zealanders who served in Vietnam and it vsoudd
he presumpluous to debase the Royal Warrant without consuiling Mew Zealand.

The ASL then proposas that paragraph 7(i) be diluted by reducing the requirement

Har service in ships or crafl ampinyerd in operations on inland waters or off the coast

of Vietnam fromnm 28 days 1o | day. The 28 days rerpirement mintors 3 similar
remrrement n ihe Korea Medal and compares with the 30 days requitement in
various clasps (o tha General Service Medals. Sinca the NAN destroyers on the
gem lina and Arrrwy simall slvps were pnsted o Vielnam for periods in excess of 28
days and in many cases lor six months or mora thers woukd bie few f any personned
posteel 1o these ships who did not meet the 28 days tima quaklication for (he
Vietnam Merial. Paragraph 7(i) is not beng debased because it is irweasonahie

bt hecausa it fmphasises that paragraph 7(iv) is really quite generous.

Steangely, the amendment proposed by the RSL does not seem to achieve what it
sets oul o rio. The amended paragraph still requires service in ships or craft
empinyed in operations on inkand waters or off tha cnast of Vietnaun, This would
saem lo still exchile HIMAS Sydney and other ships involved in logistic suppost



3.
J

9

Irynlied at thosn whose tme in Vietnam was linnted or win qualified ynder the 28
or JU) days provisinns. Afl wivy have presently qualified have done so urder cifteria
firmty basnd on Ihe snlid precedents from iho 1939-45 War, Korea and tha General
Setvice tadals. | lowever, what the RSL is proposing is 3 | day provision which
has no precedent and which belittles and debases crileria that have been in place
for 22 years.

The R5L states that il reaflinmerd ils position on the issoe on A June 1990,

Ihe (151 sneks stpport of the Goveorwnent on lnrnanitadan and positical grotneds,
The NISL does not spelf out the hmanilarian growsds Dt did touch on the poktical
grouneds i paragraph 4 of its submission to the effect that the only way you are
gomg to placate the 1IMAS Sydney and the Logistical Support Association vras by
granting their drmand.

Assuming that the figere of 5000 servicemen stiggested by the RSL is correct, the
nixnber of members of the { IMAS Sydney and the Logistical Sipport Association
woticd e imach sinailer and vwouskd probably be cormited i the hundreds. ovrever,
S50.00%) *fintivam veterans or their nexi-of kin vall ho aflected il the Vietnam Medal is
dJebased At other groimis who are seeking other medals wifl be given 3 boost il
the novenmment weakens on 1his issire,

The men lrom HMAS Sydnny il the [ ogistical Sopport Association have not be
treated unlaitky. Irdeed other grovms, partcularty Detenen Scientific personnel,
have betier ctanns to have lhe Royal Warrant for the Vietnam Medal amernded.
Marry reqgedar serviceinen duning the years 1964 to 1973 would have been willing
In sarve m Vietnam but were not called 1o do so. Thnse who stayed in Ausiralia
andd who did not emer Vietnam waters woendf tunte rightly feel aggrieved il the
Vietnam Medal was so debased that one jive howur visit was afl the quakification
recprred for the Vietnam Medal.

Several years ago a propnsal Ior an Australian Service Medal 1964-73 muaroring
the conddions of the Austiafia Service Medal 1939 45 was raised. The advantage
of that proposal was Mal everyone who served 18 months or mmore from 1964 to
19733, whether requiar or Halional Servicemen, wonld recerve 3 medal. Thiss the

only real argument in favour of The men of TTMAS Sydney and the Logistical Support

Associatinn, Ihat they served in wailitne bulreceved o medalm recogmition, would

e achieved wittorm getyrsing the Vietnam Medal The major advantagn woukd be

that other reguiars, parhcin? woinen_ and MHational Servicemen who were not
given the opporitnily to serve n Vietnam woud Gnally receve recognition.

[he ST sobnassionn shovld be rejected hecaose hera is no precedent tor thnir
proposal. tha 0 days find is reasonabida and st thoy hawva exagaesated thn feuel
of ex-sprviee support Thern ara mipenerons precedents lor thae provsion of a thme
requiremnent of 30 days lar indivichials or vessels that wisiled but were not posted
to an operational area. Five of the carnpagns siars lor thae 193945 war had such
a provision. The General Service Merdal 1962 incltding ciasp South Vielnarn has 3
minmnen of 3N days sewvice for all veils. Olher mercials snichy as the 1939 45 Siar
anvd the Atlantie Siac have six months requirements. Thae 30 day requirement is nnt
unreasonablo considering the natiire of the duly performed by HMAS Sydney aned
others invohlverd m lngisticat syppost.
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