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NATIONAL COUNCIL,VIETNAM VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA, INC.

13TH NATIONAL CUN@REﬁSlaiﬁLQUNCESTDN. TABMANTA

INUTES

Baturday 1léth May 1992

'Q % E.."I EIE‘ (Z“i EE I
1. National Fresident John Methven
2. 8nr National Vice Fresident Tim MecCombe
3. National Vice Fresident Rob Ces
4. National Treasurer Nev Varley
S. National Secretary John Frintz. 0AM,

. )
1. Gueensland Jim Muir John Eoosache
2. New South Wales Mick Scrase Flay Ful ton
J. Aust Capital Terr Robin Harris Froxy
4. Victoria Geott Trevor-Hunt Alan Hughes
. Tasmania Jim Arnold Feavin Wal ker
&. Sth Australia Norm Coleman Barry Newman
7. W Australia Rob Cox Sandy Couttes
8. Nth Territory Garry Casey Valda Casey
C. COFENING

President John Methven opened the lst working period of
the 13th National Congress of the VWAA at 0902 AM on the 1&th May
92 at the RSL Function Rooms in Launceston, Tasmania.

He Welcomed all Delegates and expressed appreciation to the local
Veterans attending as observers.

D. DISFENSATION FOR GLD TO VOTE

Moved « WA Seconded @ VIC

That on the recommendation of the National Executive,
and with precedence available that Voting Rights for

Gld be approved. :
W Noer
CARRIED (Unanimous)

2 MINUTES OF THE 12TH NATIONAL CONGRESS

Moved @ TAS Seconded : WA

That the minutes as circulated are a True and Correct
record of the 12th National Congress. ;
=

NS N&ﬂ

CARRIED (Unanimous)

......



F. MATTERE ARIZING

1.0 South Australia MNotice of Motion

1a1 Wynard Sub-branch Letter

1.2 Victoria

1.3 National AATTV/Fort offer

1.4 National Namb g

1.5 West Australia Fiegie Letter
It Was resolved that these items be dealt with in
General Business aek

ﬁuﬂ&dn
(5. REFORTS T0O CONGRESS
1.0 THE CHEMICAL ISSUE

8nr Vice Fresident, Tim McCombe issued a written report
and addressed the meeting giving expanded information and an

update on current cases, s ;3‘(}4{&..).
1.1 MOTION ARIZING
Moved 5  S5A Seconded @ WA

That this National Congress, Re-states its National
Folicy that where the US DVA has recognised illness
due to service in Vietnam, the Australian Repatriation
Commission(and DVA) automatically accept also.

CARRIED (Unanimous) NG Rstale Tolicoy

R A L

NURO-TOXIE STRESS DISORDER L5)Q N aﬁhomzA W
NQ/\_ s ..\\f'i\r(

National Fresident, John Methven reported on the stand-
ing of the Froject which has now been passed by the Ethics
Committee of both the RGH and Dendenong District Hospital (g).
That preparations for Veteran members taking part was now in the
planning stages. Nw,&dh°4

k3
Lo

a0 CONSTITUTION/ INCORFORATION

National Treasurer, Nev Varley reported on the Incorpm-
oration of the National Council,VYVAA.
Chmnﬁﬂkﬂ

Sel MOTION ARIZING

Moved : SA Seconded @ TAS

That the Treasurer have the power to complete the
amendment letter to finalize incorporation.

CARRIED (Unanimous) .
: L

W



a2 MATTERS ARIZING 3

. State Names

b. Reguest for charity status (? $1
c. Btate Constitution

. Btate Incorporation :

It was resolved that the Treasurer would approach each
state separately tomorrow for the information.

4.0 CHILD ARNORMALITY

gnr Vice Fresident, Tim McCombe re-stated the recul e
ments for the conduct of a Child Abnormality Case
Ni. Aehon

S0 AUST VETERANS % DEFENCE SERVICE COUNCIL

Bnr Vice Fresident, Tim McCombe reported on the AVLDSC
of which the VVAA is a member association and on the representat -
ion on that Council
Nurﬂﬁhad'

b, 0 FINDRED ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE (KO

National Secretary, John Frintz reported on the two
meetings for the year which included the lack of real understand-—
ing of Vietnam Veteran concerns when the VWA is not involved.

&wmé.ﬂﬁkﬁgm

_ by Nlsee -
Snr National Vice Fresident, Tim McCombe reported on the

project being conducted for the National Council by the NSW VWAA

and underlined that the information was coming in very slow. It

was resolved that State Delegates are to pressure their states for

a satisfactory result.

7.0 MORTALITY REGISTER

K)Gouan
B.0 DEBRIEF
SRS h@ ﬂ&&Qﬁ'
National Fresident, John Methven reported on the issue
and responses from the edition Just issued,.
NAL— Mh

8.1 MOTION ARIZING

Moved @ S5A Seconded @ VIC

That the National Fresident be empowered to produce a
June/July issue to not exceed a cost of $3,000

ch%WJ'
CARRIED (Unanimous)

8.2 MATTERS ARIZING

a. That the NT Froposal be included in the National
council’s discussions on future editions of the

DERRIEF VS S
LN .

A
Mo\ tos



b. That the following reports be in the hands of the
National Fresident by the last day of May. ;3 \?QJ
e

= Btate Reports . %;ﬂ’
¢t Chemical Report

c. That each state be responsible to attain two adver-—
tisements for DEBRIEF per state.

2.0 EMERG ACCOMMODATION. .. ADVISORY COUNCIL

8nr Nat vice president, Tim McCombe reported on the
successtul completion of the setting up of the Emergency Acomm-—
odation scheme and that the Advisory Council would soon disolve.

10.0 ORGEANISATIONAL REVUE N oo

It was resolved to leave this subiect to a "workshop®
tomorrow

1%1.:0 FOLICY HANDEQOOE

It was resolved to leave this subiect to a "workshop®
tomorrow va _nller
120 GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE

Moved § SA Seconded 1 NSW

That this previously presented item be adopted as a
National By-Law Pt

CARRIED (Unanimous)

Note ! This will be published as a Chapter on By~ aws
in the Folicy Handbook. .

130 MEMEBERSH TP FACKAGE

Snr Vice Fresident, Tim MeCombe reported on the prepar-—
ations of the package for dissemination at the memorial Opening.
States are asked to send the information required ASAE,

Reisar - T 0°

14,0 ADVOCATE HANDEOOK

Snr Vice President, Tim McCombe reported on the project
]
15.0  NATIONAL MEMORIAL Q‘ﬁ""" =T.

National Fresident, John Methven reported on the Froject

15.1 MOTIONS ARIZING

Moved : SA Seconded @ VIC



That the National Fresident write te' the Memorial comm-—
ittee and state that the VWAA National Congress has dig-
cussed the possible inclusion of the names on the
memorial, such as the moat, even at a later tdate.

A.
CARRIED (12 For/4 against) - (owiiike

15.2 MATTERS ARIZING

It was resolved that the National Fresident write to
the Memorial committee President requesting information
on the protocol of the March and the Possibility of any

change.
Note ! The Fresident was T communicat e with State
Fresicdents prior to dispatch of the letter. GW“?th*

THE FRESIDENT SUSKFENDED FROCEEDINGS

OFFICIAL OFENING OF CONGRESS

» Invited Gueste arrived and were seatec
« The Mayor of Launceston arvived and was seatecd
» The Governor, General, Sip Fhillip Rernnett arrivec
and was seated
4. The Fresident of the Launceston vwaa Introduced
The State Fresident Mr Jim Arnold
5. The State Fresident welcomed all and invited the

A R

officially opened the Congress
7. The National Fresident respondec
8. The State Fresident invited the Mayor to address
The Congress
7. The Fresident o4 the Launceston 5/B responded
10.The Opening over all were invited to a light lunch

THE FRESIDENT RECONVENED THE CONGRESS

1.0 MEMORIAL RECRUITING

Fresident John Methven reported on the intention of the
National RSL to set Up recruiting stands at entry
Points around Canberra ae well as stands at the memorial opening.

It was resolved to discuss thig subiect in geoneral

BHusiness tﬁCIJ[I!Dl"'I'"C'JW- P ! ' g v

17.0 NAMELS

Fresident John Methven reported on the project with
Nambus in Victoria, about the lessong learned, how to use it for
Education, FPublic awareness and welfare fund raising. He reported
the financial results which showed minimal results while used in




educational visits to schools but Mad emcellenﬁ results for the
awareness and umderﬁtanding Of both studente and teachers.

When placed in public areas and shopping areas the
financial gain was improved., The Nambus Company stocks sold wel ]
and was a 100% gain to them.

The use of two *Full time operators’ Mer Len Curd and M-
Keith Goss demonstrated the need for this type of operation to
gain best control and efficiency. Local members supplement and
look after local items.

A precis on organisational Procedures by local sub-
branches to set up a visit isg being prepared and will be circu-
lated later. T

17.1 MATTERS ARIZING

It was brought up that Perhaps the VYVAA should have ite
Qwn bus however this was not the honorable way to go when we had
entered a business arrangement with the NAMERUS committes.
The Meeting was suspended until 9am Sunday the 17th May 1992

pd e &
Bunday 17th May 190

THE FRESIDENT RECONVENED THE CONGRESS (At 0905 aM)

18.0 WORLD VISION

Moved @ SA Seconded : VIO

That %1300 be made available for travel costs for the
National Fresident to accept the invitation to accom-
pany World Vision to Vietrnam. N -

CARRIED (Unanimous)
1683 It was resolved that Tim McCombe was to prepare a

report for National Council on the need to ﬁﬂﬂd;himhta
the USA on Chemical issue matters,

19.0 FUNDRATISING

Fresident John Methven reported on various Ethuff__fi////
National fundraising currently in action or proposed.

19.1 Moved @ WA Seconded 1 NSW

That the National Executive table an investigation on
costing, artwork and production of "The S1ouch Hat

Froject".
CARRIED (Unanimous) AK 2\ .

W EMM~



20.0  SECRETARY®S ANNUAL REFORT . MU Ak

National secretary, John Fripts reported on the in-
treased administration and  the production of the National
Executive Diaries and correspondence Float file but believed it
had improved communication. That the use of modern communication
technology had increasecd efficiency., There ig still a lot that
the
WAA  can do to improve ite eperations but need the co-operation
of State Bodies, particularly State Secretaries and Sub-branch
Secretaries.

20.1 It was resolved that the State Branech hosting a
National Congress was responsible for the supply to
the Natioral Executive and State Delegates a current
copy of the Minutes of the previous Congress and a copy
of the current constitution so as to save excess cost
and weight for the National Secretary. :

1.0 TREASURERS REFORT

National Treasurer Neoev Varley circulated his Report and
answered any tuesti one,

b ) Moved National Treasurer Seconded ¢ NT

That the Treasurers report as tabled be recelved anc
that the expenditure by the 84 Branch o hosting the
12th National Congress be paid.

CARRIED

21.8 It was resolved that the National Becretary produce
a form and a method of recording financial members in
the membership Register as el el bX,EDE auditor ancd

e

the Rules of Incorporation. f’—”;* ‘*\\\ ;Nph
22,0 FRESTIDENTS REFD T /YOLW N\QD‘\QG)Q / %

National Fresident, John Methven reported om the Y Er
trom the Matiomal Afasociation and declared that the Aossociation
Was in good steacd but needed further efforts by both the National
and State bodies working to-gether. Me declared all officebearers
Positions vacant and invited Mr Mark Brown, Fresident of the
Launceston Sub~branch teo chair the election of oftice bearers.

H. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS (///
1.0 VOTE OF  THANES

Moved @ 84 Seconded @ WA

That a vote of appreciation be recordecd for the effort
given by the National Executive for the year




1.2

1.3

1.0

1.2

1.3

CARRIED (Unanimous) >
Moved ¢ VIC Secondec @ 50

That as there is only nominations tabled by the incum-—
bents for the positions that those nominees be }
re-elected. , (//
CARRIED (Unanimous)

The Fresident, John Methven thanked the congress on
behalf of the National Executive. //,

STATE MOTIONS

NEW SOUTH WALES

MOTION NO 1 ASSOCIATION SYMEOL

Moved @ NSW Seconded 1 VIO

The National Office of the VWAA Register the Symbol/Logo
with the Australian Fatents Office for the following cat-—
ECOr LB wn e wnnun (a) Woven Cloth, (b)) Wood, () Faper,
(cd) Metal and (@) Plastic Composition.

NiC fexion
DEFEATED (4 For/12 ABAINST)
MOTION NO 1A ABSOCTIATION SYMROL
Moved @ SA Seconded : TAS

That as the Bymbol has been recognised over a period of
Years and is legally the property of the VWAA then the

Bymbol /Logo be standardised and that the National Office
have control of, and supervises the Sale and production

of any suech items. NiL {\exion

CORRIED (Unanimous)

MOTION NO 2 TENDER OF MATERIAL(S) FOR SOLE
Moved = MSW Seconded @ 5A

The National Executive is charged with securing all items
from suppliers by tender for the use and ‘sale for State
and National Branch Products that carry the Association
Symbol other than Letterheads, Membership Cards and State

Jourral s ?
CARRIED (Unanimous) “’"" “‘)8!”‘ No\ g s i
MOTION NO 3 FURLIC STATEMENTS
Movecd @ NSW Seconded « WA

o



Q

That Office Bearers of the YVAA refrain  from making
public statements regarding controversial matters not

pertaining to Vietnam Veterans welfare, that can be seen
as being policy or views of the VVAA

s//‘.
CARRIED (15 For/2 Against)
MOTION NO SR THE VVAA GOLDEN FRINCIPLE
Moved & WA Secondecd @ NSW

That the VWAA Golden Frinciple be adopted as National

Folicy
o

CARRIED (Unanimous)

MOTION NO 4 LIFE MEMERERSHTI

Moved @ NSW Seconded @ SA

That Mr Fauwl Hibbard be appointed a Natiomal Life Memb e

CARRIED (Unanimous) s
MOTION NO 5 CERTIFICATE OF MERIT (NATIONAL) NO1
Moved & NSW Seconded @1 S

That the Granville RSL be awarded the First National

Certificate of Merit. ///
CARRIED (Unanimous)

MOTION NO & LIFE MEMBERSHIF

Moved @ NSW Seconded @ WA

That Mrs Shirley Rousell be appointed a National Life
Member

CARRIED (Unanimous) "

SOUTH AUSTRAL TA

MOTION NO 3 DEERIEF
Moved @ SA : Beconded @ ACT

That each issue of the DERRIEF contain some information
and update concerning claims for disability pensions

from DVA. \;B
CARRIED (Unanimous) \“}‘ 5o § )



Ll MOTION NO 2 AVWVT. « . . EMERGANCY ACCOMMODATION

. W

Moved 1 A Seconded @ WA

That the VVAA officially supports the endeavors of
State Branches to obtain Funds from the AVWVT funds for
establishment and maintenance of emergency accommodation

and retreats for veterans. ¢ \44) 1+ Q0 22 o\

CARRIED (Unanimous)

Ee 2 MOTION NO = GULF LINE
Moved 1 50 Seconded @ TAS
That the constitution be amended or by-laws framed to
allow Gulf War veterans to be linked to our association
and to the support structures associated with the YVAA
DEFEATED (& For/10 Against) Nu‘ AOHQEL
v B MOTION NO 28 GULLF L INE
It was resolved
That the National Executive investigate the possibility .M%>
of a suitable method of membership of Gulf Veterans to
the VWwan,
aecnele Wlgwors R
CARRIED \ e o
S iy :
2.4 MOTION NO 4 TARDY FAYMENTS EBEY DVA
Moved A Beconded @ WA
That the VVBaA lodge an official complaint to  the DVA
over inordinate lengthy delays in  the payments of
pensions and arrears payments to velterans following det-
erminations in the veterans favour.
CARRIED (Unamimous)
Note !'! 80 to document 2 oreourrences for the National— E\\
Secretary to comply with the motion. NG*—IQBU%P4& - )
2.9 MOTION NO 5 HOSFITAL INTERGRATION '
=2 = n. JNIERBRATION
Motion lapsed for the want of a seconder. —
2uds MOTION NOD & CONFIDENTIAL FILES
Moved @ SA Seconded 1 NSW

The VVAA Deplores the actions taken by the DVA and the
Repatriation Commission in providing confidential files



4
[

g

on veterans to other government agencies under cover of
a Subpoena to the court without the prior knowledge of

the veteran. / %A h ?
CARRIED (12 For/4 Against) ol b 4 walb

MOTION NO 7 NAMES ON MEMOFRTAL i

The motion was withcdrawn e

NORTHERN TERRITORY

MOTION NO 1 MOTTO ON LETTERMEAD

Moved » NT Seconded @ WA

That the National Motto, "Honour the dead, but fight
like hell for the 11v1nq'” be placed on National Office

letterhead. N W@ﬂw'

CﬁRHIED(Unanimmuﬁ)

MOTION NO 2 EANNER FOR MEMORIAL
Moved @ NT Seconded @ SA
That a VVAA Ranner be prepared +or the National

Dedication in Oct, bearing the National Motto and that
the National Df{lce pay for such BEanner and the ACT =%
the home branch, produce such banner locally and Carry

SAME .

It was resolved, subject to cost, logistifs dhd approval

of the memorial committee, Ne hg&mw\ﬂdkk

TERRA

CARRIED(10 For/4 Against/2 Abst)

\

MOTION NO & . NATIONAL COUNGIL MEETI

Moved ¢ NT Seconded @ SAH
That the next National Council meeting be held in

Canberera immediately after the Memer i al Dedication
either the Mon or tues the Sth or &th of Uct Q2

CARRIED (Unanimous) \///

It was resolved to have the National Becretary and the
ACT branch inves stigate this possibility,

BENERAL BUSINESS

MOTION NO 1 (QLD) CHOICE QF DR&

Moved @ QLD Seconded @ SA



N

That rather than attend the departmental Dri{s) for

examination when making a claim, the veteran should be
able to attend a Dr of his/her choice, usually his local
Dr who has a long knowledge of the claimant and his

health problems )
) . . . ) WW MML&JW‘JP( Qs\.& { ‘<
CARRIED (17 For/1 Against) A A - BAAN
| MOTION NO 2 (GLD) VVES FINANCIAL SUFFORT
\ Moved = GLD Seconded @ TAS
mis That due to the slow erosion of Jfimancial and staff

-——#—‘—E> support to the VWEAE in real terms this Congress directs
the Natiomal Executive to make the strongest represent-

ations to the Minister, Repat Commission and the WWES, )
CARRIED (Unanimous) o Y

1.2 MOTION NGO & (CL.DY REHAERILITATION

This Motion was withdrawn after the National Fresident
outlined the discussions opened by the National Pregi-
dent amd National Secretary with the Repatriation

Commission. V//

1.3 MOTION NO 4 (NSW) RECOGNITION OF OTHER CIVILIANS

Moved 1 NSW Seconded @ VIC

That the VYVAA support the efforts to gain recognition and
support to those civilians NOT accredited by the

Australian government who also supported the Austrtalian

Rresence in Vietnam.

CARRIED (Unanimous)
1.4 It was resolved that NSW was to work through this subiect

and present at the next National Congress a i nf o mackdon
: . —_ | 3
package and recommended actions to pursde Eis dssue.

. MOTION NOD 5 LY FEMEMEBERSH I F
Mnygd : @ELD Seconded Sﬁ.ﬂ

That Mr John Thompson be appointed a National Lifemember

v’

CARRIED (Unanimous)

1.6 MOTION NO & LETTER OF SUFFORT

Moved 3 VIC Seconded @ TAS

That the VVAA write a letter of support to the CO and men

ek Pl B Msﬂ/
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1.0

1.2

the

serving in Cambodia with the UN ' C VUJ4D&
CARRIED e

MOTION NO 7 ASE0CTIATION HISTORY

Moved @ WA Seconded 1 VIC

That the vwaa investigate how te compile the History of

the Association 9

CARRIED o — Troreo).
MOTION NO 8 DSHL Goh '
Moved @ NSW Seconded @ VIE

That the vvan investigate the aspects of the DSHL as

supplied by the NSW Btate Branch o
CARRIED

MOTION NO @ CONGRESS 199x

Moved @ NT Seconded i1 WA

That next years 14tRh National Congress be conducted with
the Victorian State Branch the Host.

CARRIED

It was resolved that aftter naxt'year the ACT State Branch
would have preference in any rotational option system of
allocation of future Natiornal Congress,

CARRIED

GENERAL ITEMS ARIZING

DIRECTORS INSURANCE

M Jim Mudr waes empowered to investigate a useful type of
Director g Insurance to cover any  well intentioned
decision making by the council members, \/

FIEGE LETTER

T

The National Secretary was to answer  the letter ao

directecd éWMWﬁJKGKQ@
CHARITY STATUS pVAx

The National Treasurer is to investigate and report  on

CHARITY STATUS of the National COuncil of the VwaA.



1.3

~
o

1.0

AATTYV FORT OFFER >

The National Secretary explained the offer of the AATTV
Fort Committee who had a fundraising project, for welfare
v of which 207 of the project was completed. That for the
assistance of National, State-and Sub-branches by putting
a Flyer (As attached) in their newsletter the VVAA would
be eligible to nominated welfare projects for funds from

the Fort Froject. C@v~whxagj-

MOTION ARIZING FORT FROJECT
Moved @ WA Seconded @ VIC

That the VVAA accept the offer
CARKIED

WYNYARD LETTER

It was resolved that action taken by the National

Fresident resolved this subliect
CavﬂiﬁLdy

WORESHOF RESULTS

ORGANISATIONAL REVUE

The revue was discussed and considerations are +to be
followed up by the National Executive

RECRUITING FACKAGE

The Recruiting package was to be pursued by the National
wecutive and prepared for the Memorial Opening. Tkmp'

FOLTICY HANDEOOE

The National Secretary was tasked to complete  the
Handbool with the alterations as noted

It was resolved that the National Secretary compile the
By lLaws as directed of which was to become Chapter two
of the Handbook

ELECTIONS/APPOINTMENTS

OFFICEREARERS FOR 1992/9%

National Fresident JOHN METHVEN
Snr National Vice Fresident TIM MeCOMEE
National Vice Fresident ROB COX

Natiomnal Treasurer NEV VARLEY
National Secretary JOHN FPRINTZ.0AM,

See earlier motion re: election of officebearers

14
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AFFOINTMENTS

ALDITOR

Moved @ WA Seconded @ 8AH

That the VWAA's current Auditor be re-appointed for the
next association year.

CARRIED J

HONORARY SOLICITOR

Moved @ NSW Seconded @ TAS

That the VWaAA's current  Honorary Solicitor be re-
appointed for the rnext association vear.

CTARRED | 4

Meeting Closed

e



